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A Letter from Our President
Howdy Everyone,
Since our last newsletter we had our Spring Social. Thanks to all
who attended. Our socials are times to greet friends, share good
times, make music and of course eat good food! Thanks to the
Salt Lake Chapter for their support of all of our socials.
March 23rd and 24th, Mark Mott and Ben Driggs, from the Utah
County Chapter, and I joined Norman Mincer and the members of
the Pavant Chapter as they performed for the Old Capitol
Storytelling Festival. This event gave us a chance to make new
friends through music. Thanks to Norman and his wife,Kathy, for
their hospitality. This was a memorable time for me.
Again this year, we will do our Southern Utah Concert Tour. On
July 12th and July 13th, at 7:00 pm, we will do concerts at the Old
Panguitch Social Hall. On Saturday, July 14th at noon, we will do a
concert for the Circleville community at the Circleville RV Park
and Kountry Store campground. If any UOTF campers want to
stay Saturday evening, the Circleville RV campground will allow
us to stay that night for no cost.

Lynn Brighton
Norman Mincer

Both the Panguitch Main Street Committee and the Circleville
community are excited about us bringing our fun, up beat music
to them.

“- To provide meeting places for those
who are interested in the old-time
fiddling and country music, and for all
activities in any way related to or
required by the other aims of the
association.

On July12th, we will have a rehearsal in the Panguitch Social
Hall at 12:30 pm. This will determine the program for the concert
that evening. If you want to join us please contact me by either
email or text, so I can give you up to date info.

Sherry Adderly
John Gardner
Linda Lindstrom

- Article I, UOTF Charter

As usual, our home in Panguitch will be the Hitchin’ Post Camp
Ground. If you don’t camp, there are nice motels nearby.
Thanks to everyone as you support your chapter in jam sessions
and at gigs. These opportunities build friendships and give us the
chance to improve our musical talents.
Remember jam etiquette and play nice,
R. Lynn Brighton
Association President.
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Pahvant Chapter News
All of us in Delta were pleased to have Lynn Brighton,
Mark Mott, and Benjamin Driggs come to Delta and
play with us on March 23 and 24. We played for the
Old Capitol Storytelling Festival and also had good
time to jam. The Festival was a little rocky for us.
The preshow in Delta was good but the attendance
was low since it was not well advertised. The
program in Fillmore was somewhat a disappointment.
The sound system was not set up for us so we could
not really do the program. So we just occupied the
stage and jammed for about 40 minutes.

Ben really thrilled the crowd in both Delta and
Fillmore with his playing of The Orange Blossom
Special. I remember seeing a little booklet one time
titled – Playing the OBS and Other Forms of Riot
Incitement. And then offstage we jammed in the High
School music room.
The real highlight for me was the hour during lunch
when we were able to play for a young folk dace
group. They danced so well and we played while they
danced reels, waltzes, polkas, square dances, round
dances, and we also played a two step for the grand
march. The dancers were dressed in pioneer attire
and were trained and directed by a young lady and
her brother from Eagle Mountain.

Dixie Chapter News

We have begun two new gigs in Nephi. The plan was
to play every first Wednesday but due to scheduling
conflicts it has occurred on the second and third
Wednesdays. We may need to stay with the second
Wednesday for a while. We start at 12:00 noon in the
Juab County Court House and move to Laurel
Groves Assisted Living at 2:00 pm.

The Dixie chapter has quite a few new members, so
we are growing. Jack and Jeanette have gone on a
cruise to the Panama canal! We are all looking
forward to the concert tour. To those that haven't
been to the tour, you need to go, you will have a
blast! Hope to see you there!

Norman Mincer
Chairman, Pahvant Chapter

Sherry Adderly
Member, Dixie Chapter
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Are We a Band, or Aren’t We?
I was taken somewhat aback recently, when a
staunch supporter of our chapter approached me
with a rebuke. You see, both of my predecessors
have often remarked to the audience during
introductions that we are not a band – we are an
organization dedicated to preserving old time music.
It’s a sentiment that always rang true with me, so I
adopted it myself when I took up the office of chapter
chairperson.
To this fellow, however, once the chapter agrees to
take money for playing a show, we become
professionals – and he felt that it was unprofessional
to say otherwise.
This may sound like a meaningless distinction. After
all, who really cares if we’re a band or not? Well, it
galled at my friend enough that he felt he had to say
something to me about it. And believe it or not, it
matters to me as well.
When Doug, or Steve, or I say to the public “we are
not a band” – we’re not asking for dispensation or
forgiveness; and we’re not admitting a lack of
professionalism or workmanship. We’re not saying
that we’re not any good, and we are most certainly
not saying we aren’t worth listening to.
What we are saying is something very important – at
least to me - about our mission as an organization.
And make no mistake, we are an organization with a
mission.
I’ll let the bylaws do a bit of the talking here:

young people with opportunities to improve their
spiritual, mental, social and physical lives; and to
better prepare them to become useful citizens.
To hold jam sessions and fiddling contests for the
enjoyment of members of the association, as well
as the enjoyment by the public; to furnish musical
entertainment in convalescent homes, hospitals,
and private homes for the purpose of brightening
the lives of shut-ins; and to educate the public
about the values of fiddling entertainment.
Sections 3-7 omitted for the sake of space. Please
read them yourself – you may find them in your
membership directory.
(8) This association is an organization pursuant to
UCA 59 13 4(7) as a club organized and operated
exclusively for pleasure, recreation and other
purposes not for profit – no part of the next earning
of which insures to the benefit of any shareholder
or individual.
There’s a lot in there to unpack, and I didn’t cite
everything that’s relevant – but here’s the gist:
Our purpose as an organization is to preserve a type
of music that has cultural significance in the history
of our nation – and to give people (especially young
people) a chance to experience it firsthand.
We are, at our core, cultural historians, educators,
and role models – but our purpose is mainly to
brighten the lives of others (and enjoy ourselves
while we’re at it).

Article A, Purposes: The purposes for which this
corporation is formed are not for pecuniary profit
and are for educational, social and cultural
purposes. Those purposes include the following:

We, as members, are forbidden from making money
as a result of our membership (see also Article X).
We, in our capacity as UOTF members, are not
professionals. (Although we do try to hold ourselves
to professional standards.)

(1) To promote and perpetuate old-time fiddling
and country music. To encourage young people to
develop their musical talents and afford them the
opportunity to perform in public; to provide said

So, maybe it would be more appropriate to tell the
audience that we are historians, or preservers of
living history. Perhaps we’re educators? All of those
apply to one degree or another. The history we seek

© Copyright Utah Old Time Fiddlers, 2018. All rights reserved.
http://utaholdtimefiddlers.net

Page 4

May, 2018

The Official Newsletter of the Utah Old Time Fiddlers
to preserve is vast, and rich, and worth exploring.
There is so much more to the genre than the same
twelve or thirteen tunes – and by the nature of our
charter – we owe it to ourselves to get to know all the
music we can; and the history behind them.
As I see it, we probably have more in common with
the people Alan Lomax recorded in the 1930s than
we do with the professional bands we often try to
emulate. Many of the musicians featured in
Lomax’s recordings were not professionals either.
They were farmers and herders and shopkeepers
and tradesmen who just happened to play music for
their communities. They brought their talents and
abilities to contribute in a meaningful way to the lives
of others.
Just as we do today. So, as I see it, we are not a
band.

Salt Lake Chapter News

We are the Utah Old Time Fiddlers.
Yours in service
John Gardner
Chairman, Pioneer Chapter

The Salt Lake Chapter is hosting the fourteenth
annual Fiddlin’ & Pickin’ Contest on Saturday, May
12, at the West Valley City Hall. There will be fiddle,
banjo, guitar, mandolin, and harmonica divisions for
both youths and adults. The youth divisions will
begin at 9 a.m., and the adult divisions will begin
around 12:30 p.m.

Upcoming Events
Salt Lake Chapter Contest .......................... May, 12
Panguitch City Concerts.......................... July 19-20
Fall Social ........................................... September 8
Utah State Fiddle Contest .................. November 10
The Canyonlands concert tour is still in the planning
stages. Look for details on the website or in future
newsletters.
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