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“- To encourage members to participate
in public events and activities including
local, county, regional, sectional and
national events.
- To encourage fiddle meetings and
parties for the purpose of exchanging
ideas, and the techniques of fiddling;
and for the making and exchanging of
sound tapes to preserve old fiddle
tunes as well as record new fiddle
tunes and other country music.”
- Article I, UOTF Charter

A Letter from Our President
Howdy Everyone,
I hope things are well with you and your family!
We had a successful Fiddle Contest in November. There were 58
individuals who competed. Many competed in more than one division.
We awarded $2,940 in prize money.
This past year was full of music and friends. Sue and I were invited to
join the Pioneer Chapter for their membership enrollment social and jam
session. We got to meet some we didn’t know and got reacquainted
with others.
As I talked to members of Pioneer Chapter I heard how many there were
influenced by Jim Shupe. He was the first president of the UOTF and
made a big difference in many people’s lives. There are many stories of
how Byron Anderson, a UOTF founder also inspired many of us.
Whether you are a life-long, or a new member, no matter which chapter
you join, there have been and are good people there to mentor, help
with stage presence, encourage, and help make us become better
musicians. I’m grateful to be part of an organization that works to make
sure each performer sounds the best he/she can; as well as to bring joy
to those in the audience. If you know of someone who would like to join
UOTF, please invite them. There’s always room for another banjo!
HaHa!
I’ve been in touch with the Panguitch City Main Street Committee Chair,
and the Utah Old Time Fiddlers are scheduled to do our annual
Panguitch concert July 19 and 20. If you are interested in joining us let
me know and watch for more details.
We will have our annual Spring Social March 10, 2018 at the West
Valley City Hall, 3500 South 2700 West. As usual, we will provide
chicken and drinks. We ask those who come to bring a potluck dish. The
Jam will start at 10:00, eat around noon, and jam again until about 2:00.
Please come and join us.
I hope that we each encourage others to become better musicians, and
support each other as we play at gigs and programs. Thanks to you all
for your friendship!
Keep fiddlin’and pickin’ and stay tuned,
Lynn Brighton
Association President
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2017 State Fiddle Contest Results
We had 58 individuals competed in 13 categories. Some
competed in more than one category, for a grand total of
80 entrants.
Small Fry Fiddle
1. Roxy Sparks
2. Andrew Beck
3. Eliza Dubois

Junior Mandolin
1. Lilliana Libecki
2. Stephen Hales
3. Andrew Beck
Adult Guitar
1. Austin Taylor
2. Moriah Ozberkmen
3. Steve Capner

Junior Junior Fiddle
1. Eliza Beck
2. Kaylie Skowronek
3. Peter Wulfenstein

Junior Guitar
1. Taylor Thurman
2. Jada Thurman
3. no contestant

Junior Fiddle
1. Miriam Wagstaff
2. Ellie Geslison
3. Adalyn Keisel
Adult Fiddle
1. Moriah Ozberkmen
2. Brent Hales
3. Danielle Montague-Judd
Senior Fiddle
1. JoAnne Hinkle
2. Cindy Hales
3. Sherry Adderly
Jim Shupe Memorial Championship
1. Moriah Ozberkmen
2. Miriam Wagstaff
3. Ellie Geslison

Harmonica
1. Jan G Doorbos
2. Doug Anderson
3. no contestant
Adult Banjo
1. Jordan Snow
2. Aidan Ruskauff
3. Richard Hales
Junior Banjo
1. Isaac Beck
2. Stephen Hales
3. no contestant

Hot Fiddle
1. Brent Hales
2. Miriam Wagstaff
3. Aubree Carroll
Adult Mandolin
1. Moriah Ozberkmen
2. Austin Taylor
3. Richard Hales
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Pahvant Chapter News

Salt Lake Chapter News

The Pahvant chapter continues with a good level of
activity. We play on our regular scheduled times as
posted in the UOTF Membership Directory. Starting
on February 7 we will add to this with a gig for the
Nephi Senior Citizens lunch at 12:00 noon every first
Wednesday of the month. The location is the Juab
County Court House at 160 North Maini Nephi. Enter
from the West side and go downstairs.

At a jam in October, Linda Lindstrom was reelected
chair of the Salt Lake Chapter.

We are also pleased that Teresa Harris has joined
with our group. Teresa plays the guitar and sings.
We plan to have a social and invite the public and
hopefully attract some new players.

Linda Lindstrom
Salt Lake Chapter Chair

It is our privilege to have been asked to participate in
the Old Capitol Storytelling Festival which will run
from March 22 to March 26, 2018. It is presented by
the Utah Pioneer Heritage Arts. We will give a brief
history and description of the UOTF and play a couple of tunes. Our presentation is limited to less than
ten minutes but if you have any short and significant
points to be made please send them to Norman
Mincer. This presentation, along with others, will be
recorded and televised on the Six County Closed
Circuit Television network.
We will present at 7:00 pm in Delta on Friday March
23 at the Delta High School auditorium and in Fillmore at 9:00am on Saturday March 24 in the Millard
High School auditorium. On both occasions we will
have an on stage pre-show performance for 30
minutes. In addition we will have a 30 minute show in
Fillmore during the lunch hour starting at 12:00 noon.
Starting time will be 6:30 pm in Delta and 8:30 am in
Fillmore.

We had our annual Christmas luncheon and jam at
the Golden Corral in December. The room was filled
to capacity and a good time was had by all. The
year 2017 was a busy one for the Salt Lake Chapter.
We had 108 gigs during the year.

Dixie Chapter News
We had a great time playing Christmas music last
month, always fun, and a fun Christmas party at the
Golden Corral along wit a jam. We also had a gig at
the Veterans Home in Ivans.
Looking forward to this year's fiddling and the
Canyonlands Concert Tour. If you've never been to
the tour, you don't know what your missing!!

Sherry Adderly
Dixie Chapter Member

I know the scheduled time is short but if anyone
wishes to participate you are welcome. Please let me
know so I can prepare a program.
Norman Mincer
Pahvant Chapter Chair
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Pioneer Chapter
“Don’t only practice your art, but force your way into
its secrets, for it and knowledge can raise men to the
divine.”
― Ludwig van Beethoven
I first encountered this quote on, of all things, a
YouTube video by the Piano Guys. I remember
thinking at the time that it sure would be nice if I
could just pry open a box and magically inherit a
virtuoso talent. Of course, it never worked out that
way – and that notion is very far indeed from what
Beethoven meant.

For me, there has never been a forcing of my way
into instant success. It was more like a constant
grinding away against implacable stone, day after
day, year after year. The stone may be hard; but I
am stubborn, and I will be back tomorrow.
My wife will tell you that I learned to play the dulcimer
by sheer, cussed, stubbornness. I think she’s
probably right. I’ve always been able to take the long
view, and squash my disappointment at not being
instantly successful today in favor of being just a little
bit better tomorrow.
Well, OK. I can squash that disappointment some of
the time. On Tuesdays. You get the idea. The point
is that when I finally started to get it right, the joy
came not only from the music itself, but also from
knowing just how hard I worked to make it happen.
When I was elected Chapter Chair for the Pioneer
chapter a couple of weeks ago, I was the only person
running for the position. That’s not a surprise, really.
It’s a lot of hard work and tends to wear people out.
It does affect my view on things though. You see, in
my mind I’m not so much the guy the chapter chose
as I am just the guy who stepped up to help out
when the time came.
I had to give a speech. And you know, I meant every
word of it. I told the story of how I was first

introduced to the Fiddlers by a co-worker, and how I
literally learned to play by paying attention to the
examples in front of me.
I am, by no means, a world class or professional
grade musician. I am a growing, learning, and
improving amateur – slowly grinding away at the that
implacable stone that stands in my way. But I got to
my current level of proficiency, not just because I
worked hard, but because I had good examples to
learn from.
So where am I going with all of this?
I have to make the transition from being worried
about my own playing, to trying to take care of the
needs of a whole chapter. Maybe the stubborn
grinding approach to continuous improvement will
work. Maybe it won’t. It’s the tool set I have though,
so I’ll use it until I have something better.
It’s always tempting, isn’t it, to look at how things are
run and think that you could do the job better. Well, I
guess I’m about to find out. I don’t know though. My
predecessors set a pretty high bar, and that stone in
front of me is awfully big.
Let there be no confusion: I’m going to get some
things wrong. It is inevitable. Despite my best
intentions I am bound, at some point or another, to
be stubborn about the wrong things. Have faith – I
will be back tomorrow to try again. I will get it right
eventually. I am not arrogant enough to think it’s
going to be all sunshine and daisies. I am, however,
optimistic enough to believe things will be OK
anyway.

You see, it’s not “my” chapter. I just have the honor
of guiding it for a while.
So, to the members of the Pioneer chapter – we
cannot do it without you. Your continued support,
encouragement and wisdom will be essential in the
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days ahead. I ask you to contact me with your
helpful suggestions. I need to know what we’re
doing right, what we’re doing wrong, and what could
be better. The chapter still needs your example.
I won’t be hard to find. I’ll be right here. Grinding
away at the stone.

Utah County Members participated in Panquitch,
gigs, and performed and helped out with the State
and National Fiddle Contests. A Christmas Party was
held for members and spouses at the Golden Corral
in Orem with dinner and a jam. The private room
there was shared with a separate family birthday
gathering who thoroughly enjoyed the music.
Jams are still held on the 1st Wednesday at the Orem
Senior Center and the 3rd Wednesday at the
Springville Center. These both begin at 7 pm.
New faces are showing up at jams and gigs to share
their love of county and bluegrass music.

John Gardner
Pioneer Chapter

Found online:
“Bluegrass is the best music because it sounds the
same when the power goes out.”
“Everybody loves bluegrass. Many just don't realize it
yet.”
“Country music is three chords and the truth.”
Audrey Andrus,
Utah County Member

Utah Chapter News
The Utah County Old Time Fiddlers and Country
Music Association haven't been idle, although reports
have been missing of their activities in the last couple
of state newsletters. Jams and Gigs have kept them
quite busy through the summer, fall, and winter.
They have performed in Springville, Hobble Creek
Canyon, American Fork, Genola, Orem, Provo,
Santaquin, Vineyard, Lehi, Spanish Fork, Heber,
Payson and possibly more. These activities have
included the parade in Lehi, as well as Senior
Centers, Assisted Living Residences, a 90 year old
birthday celebration, 24th of July Celebrations, and a
Kiwanis Club Fund Raising Activity.
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Upcoming Events
Spring Social .............................................March 10
Salt Lake Chapter Contest .......................May, TBD
Panguitch City Concerts .......................... July 19-20
Fall Social ........................................... September 8
Utah State Fiddle Contest .................. November 10
The Canyonlands concert tour is still in the planning
stages. Look for details on the website or in future
newsletters.

Organizational Changes

A Special Thanks

There are a few changes in the organization to make
note of.

The members of the State Board of the Utah Old
Time Fiddlers would like to take a moment to
recognize the lifetime contributions of some of our
elder members; particularly in the Dixie chapter. The
organization is what it is today because of your
efforts over the years.

John Gardner was elected chapter chair for the
Pioneer chapter.
Lorin Kartchner will be taking over as website
manager.
We wish these two much success in their new roles.
Thank you for your service

Shelley Gardner
Newsletter Editor

Without naming names, we thank you for mentoring
of young children, your dedication to the
Canyonlands tour in years past, your continued
presence at state events, and the growth of the
organization.
Thank you.
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