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To hold jam sessions and fiddling contests for the enjoyment of
the members of the association, as well as the enjoyment of the
public; to furnish musical entertainment in convalescent homes,
hospitals and private homes for the purpose of brightening the
lives of shutins and to educate the public to the values of
fiddling entertainment.
 Article I, UOTF Charter
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A Word from our President
First, I want to apologize for my lack of activity
during the last few months.
On December 14, Mary and I were participating in a
LDS Stake Conference in the Holladay area. We were
singing in the choir. We sang our first number, sat
down and the first speaker began his remarks. All of a
sudden, I became dizzy and began to perspire heavily.
That’s the last thing I remember. When I woke up, I
was lying on a couch in the foyer of the stake center,
while doctors were trying to evaluate my condition.
An ambulance arrived and took me to the hospital.
Over the next 48 hours, tests were administered as
they determined the cause of my fainting. Finally,
they concluded that a pace maker should be installed
in my chest that would stabilize my heartbeat. So that
was accomplished on Monday afternoon. And I was
released on Tuesday noon.
Soon after that experience, I developed a case of
shingles on the right side of my face. I was not
suitable for public activity for a while. Fortunately,
my right eye was not impacted  just sores on my face
that were not very comfortable.
Today, I am back 100% and am trying to catch up
with various matters as home, with my gigs and the
UOTF activities.
The experiences I have had over the last ten years
with the fiddlers has been fantastic what with gigs
locally, the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, the
prison, assisted care facilities, etc. and the
improvement of my electric bass playing. While I
have been involved in music all my life with oboe

and clarinet playing and singing in grade and high
school, Eight years of piano lessons, University of
Michigan Glee Club, etc., classical music concerts
(ballet, symphony, pops) at a young age. It was not
until I met Byron Anderson, who was President of the
Utah Old Time Fiddlers, that I developed an interest
in country music. When I told Byron that I had
purchased an electric bass guitar, he smiled and said,
“Well, I play an electric bass  let’s get together and I
will give you some of the pointers of playing the
bass.” He launched me along with Kathryn Goates
she also plays the banjo) into an amazing experience
these past years.
The rest is history! The UOTF is a very valuable
organization that brings great music into thousands of
peoples lives. I don’t know about you, but this
experience has been most rewarding, particularly
because of the enjoyment we bring to thousands of
people, particularly those who are elderly, have
health problems, and who now live boring lives
because of their condition. It is so satisfying to see
Alzheimer’s patients begin to move their foot or hand
to the beat of the music. It is definitely worth the time
to entertain these wonderful people.
Finally, upcoming events are as follows:
* The Salt Lake Fiddlers Contest scheduled for May
9, Saturday. The activities begin at 8 AM with
registration, followed by the contest beginning at 9
AM.
* The Grand Canyon North Rim concert is scheduled
for Saturday, July 11. You must be at the practice
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Spring Social 2015

session in the early afternoon on Friday, July 10 if
you want to play at this concert.
* We will be playing in Panguitch on Tuesday, July
14 at the Panguitch Senior Center (not sure of the
time)
* We will perform at the concert hall in Panguitch on
Thursday, July 16, and Friday, July 17 at 7 PM. Jams
will be held at the Hitch and Post RV campground
prior to those concerts to determine the participants.
* On Saturday, July 18, we will perform in
Cannonville in the early evening after a cookout
provided by the Cannonville locals.

State business: the members in attendance voted to
retain Shelley Gardner and Linda Lindstrom as
secretary and treasurer, respectively.
Thanks to those who attended the chapter hosted
"Spring Social". We served chicken and fixings to
about 70 people; and we had a number of visitors to
this event. We had lots of help from Alan and Ileen
and Betty preparing the food and the grab bags, and
Jarl who kept the jam going. Thanks to you all for
sharing food and music together.
 Marilyn Dillard, Salt Lake Chapter Chair

* Utah State Fair, 2015 is scheduled for September
1020. We have submitted our application for
participation in this event. We usually have a
luncheon at West Valley City Hall on the Saturday we
are performing either July 12 or the 19. Those are the
dates submitted to the State Fair people. We have not
heard from them. In fact, we do not know if the State
Fair will actually be held. More on that activity later.
* State Fiddle Contest  This event is scheduled for
November 14, usually the second Saturday in
November. If that date changes, we will notify
everyone.
That’s it for now. More later. Keep on jamming and
supporting your local gigs.

I had such an amazing good time as a guest on March
14 at your convention! As a West Virginia
native...this event felt like a minivacation and I was
transported "home" through the music and the
hospitality.....Thank you so much!

 Dennis P Larkin
President, Utah Old Time Fiddlers
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Calendar of Events
May 2, 2015
Chamber Orchestra Ogden, Classically Pops
Lexie Stoker, Pioneer Member and Teacher, is part of
the Ogden Chamber Orchestra and invites everyone
to the family friendly concert, Classically Pops, on
May 2, 2015 at the Union Station’s Browning Theater
in Ogden at 7:30 pm. Cost is $5 at the door, and
features a Children’s March (costume is optional).
The concert is in partnership with HopeKids and the
Girl Scouts of Utah, and will be a program of light
classical and nonclassical music.
May 9, 2015
11th Annual Acoustic Fiddlin’ and Pickin’ Contest
Invite your friends and spread the word! The 11th
Annual Acoustic Fiddlin’ and Pickin’ Contest will be
held May 9th starting at 8 AM (Registration opens),
and as a reminder, the contest is open to
EVERYONE. West Valley City Hall is again our
Contest home, at 3600 Constitution Blvd (2700
West), West Valley City. Admission is always free for
the audience. For additional information, contact
Marilyn Dillard at 8014134804 or
marilyn.dillard@gmail.com . Full contest rules,
categories and prize information can be found at
www.utaholdtimefiddlers.net. Contest Flier may be
printed off and distributed freely. Volunteers to help
with the contest are always appreciated, as are
support musicians (guitar backups, etc). There will
not be a Friday night jam this year.
June 6, 2015
1st Annual Pioneer Chapter Pot Luck Social
The Pioneer Chapter’s 1st Annual Camp, Jam, & Pot

luck dinner will take place at the Trapper’s group
camp site at Ft Buenaventura in Ogden. The event
starts at 1:30PM, and takes the place of our regularly
scheduled jam session. Jam begins at 1:30PM and
continues until 10PM when the park closes. Those
staying overnight can do so in the group camping
area. There is a covered pavilion, electric power is
available, and we have four fire rings. Up to 50
persons can attend. After that, there is a $1.25 per
person surcharge. Because of this, we will be asking
member families who have more than two persons
attending be prepared to pay $1.25 for each extra
person. Everyone must be out by noon on the
following morning.
July 10 19, 2015
Canyonlands Concert Tour
Come join us for camping, jamming with members
from around the state, and concerts in front of an
international audience. Full schedule can be found in
this newsletter. The HitchNPost Campground in
Panguitch is our base camp for the entire Concert
Tour. Call Jodi and Randy at 14356762436 for
reservations. The cost for camping is $190 for nine
days and special discount for additional days, so
mention UOTF when you call. The HitchNPost has
a special space for us to jam and do our pot luck, and
they have been so accommodating of all of our needs
year after year. Rehearsal practice is mandatory for
performance at the concerts. This will be the last year
for some of our older members, so this year’s tour is
an event you do not want to miss! Even if you do not
want to be on stage, this is a very special event that
all of our members should experience at least once.
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Greetings from the Desert Chapter!
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's
the only thing that ever has.”
 Margaret Mead
Where did it come from? Out in the desert...
An important element of modern oldtime fiddling (a
legitimate oxymoron), is knowing where fiddling
came from, and preserving a significant element of
that knowledge in the selection and performance of
fiddle tunes. Some fiddle tunes date back nearly four
centuries, and span cultures on all seven continents.
More importantly to the tradition, is jamming with
other fiddlers and learning from them. Much about
oldtime fiddling can only be transmitted in person
between fiddlers, as has been done for centuries.
Having that experience locally within your own
community is unequalled. There can be no greater
privilege and tribute for the aspiring oldtime fiddler
than to have their version of an old time tune
requested.

Another element of oldtime fiddling is the retention
and passing along of this knowledge from musician to
musician. Some tunes become favorites of many
fiddlers, so we might hear certain tunes repeated at
jam sessions all over the country, tunes like “Flop
Eared Mule,” “Boil’m Cabbage,” or “Soldiers Joy.”
These traditions, the music that came with the people
that settled this area, and their remembrance is now
practiced right here in Kanab, Utah. Newly founded,
and the first of it’s kind in the area, we are the Desert
Chapter of the Utah Old Time Fiddlers & Country
Music Association. We meet for an open jam session
on Tuesday evenings at Parry Lodge Barn Theater
from 6 to 8 pm. You might be surprised who travels
with their instruments as they come to our area to see
the Grand Canyon, Zion National Park, or Bryce
Canyon. Many folks come through Kanab three
times to get to all the parks. It is a good location and
makes for some lively jams. C’mon down, y’all are
welcome.
 Patti Owens, Desert Chapter Chairperson
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2015 Canyonlands Concert Tour Schedule
Friday, July 10th
3:00 P.M.
Saturday, July 11th

12:30 P.M.
3:00 P.M.
5:15 P.M.

Sunday, July 12th

Begin gathering at HitchNPost Campground in Panguitch
Grand Canyon Concert Rehearsal
Depart for Grand Canyon Concert (Car Pool)
or later – Dinner at Staff Cafeteria Arizona Time
Grand Canyon Concert. Drive back to Panguitch after Concert
Hang loose all day – but lots of music throughout!

Monday, July 13th

9:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.

Tuesday, July 14th

9:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:00 P.M.
6:00 P.M.

Jamming & Practice
Music Gig at Panguitch Sr. Center
Lunch at Sr. Center
Evening Jams

Wednesday, July 15th

10:00 A.M.

Learn a new fiddle tune by Karl Allred – All musicians
should attend so we all know it
Potluck and Main Gathering
Panguitch Play Arounds

2:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M.

Jamming & Practice
Evening Jams – Make the campground ring

Thursday, July 16th

10:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Jamming & Practice
Panguitch Concert Rehearsal No.1
All Performers on Stage
Panguitch Concert No. 1

Friday, July 17th

10:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Jamming & Practice
Panguitch Concert Rehearsal No. 2
All Performers on Stage
Panguitch Concert No. 2
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Saturday, July 18th

Sunday, July 19th

7:30 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
3:30 P.M.
5:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

Breakfast across from Social Hall
State Board Meeting
Gather at Cannonville Park
Hamburgers, etc. free to performers
Cannonville Concert
Depart for home after another busy and satisfying time together

Pioneer chapter with Gary Van Dolzer at the Sons of
the American Revolution meeting in February.
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On the Importance of Serving
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1
There is a usual progression in organizations such as
ours. Some people give, and some people take. The
best mix is of people who can do both, a marriage of
support and encouragement. There is an
understanding that there are seasons in people’s lives.
We have members who get married and have babies,
and those young children take up more of a person’s
time than the music and socialization that occurred
before those children arrived. There are seasons as a
student, and seasons where we are the teachers. We
see people age, and lose their ability to play, but not
their love of music. And, people pass on. That is the
saddest part of life, that we will not be around
forever. That some of our favorite mentors and
encouragers will not be there in our future. Those are
the seasons that we ourselves become the mentors
and encouragers.
And that brings me to my plea, that for the cycle to
continue, the seasoned passing on information to the
next set of leaders, we need people ready to take on
those positions. Elections will be held again in the
Fall, and it really is not too early to ask where you
stand in this organization. Will you be a taker? Will
you be a giver? We appreciate people who serve in all
manners of service. Without it, we would literally
cease to exist. We are a volunteer organization. If you
cannot serve on the Board in any capacity, or as
Chapter Chair, then I would ask you to find people
who can. It is not too early to ask who will be our

next Vice President, or Secretary, or Treasurer, or
Web Manager. We have a few Chapter Chairs who
would like to pass their seats to someone new. It is
not too early to think about it, and if necessary, ask
God for direction in the leadership of our
organization. We need leaders who plan to be around
a while, to be the next Jarl or Lilly Jacobson or
Sherry or Steve Adderly.
As musicians, we should appreciate the skill of
keeping a song going. You need someone to pick up
the next round when you stop, and for others to keep
playing backup without a break in the tempo. We
need that sort of transition for the Fall elections, and
for Panguitch concerts. We need people willing to
keep our organization going, without break or
hesitation to keep us stable for the coming years. So
be prepared, start recruiting the leaders of the future,
and start now. If you can’t be the treasurer, for
example, think of someone who would be good in
that position and put a bug in their ear. Let’s start a
conversation about who will take the next round, the
next song. Ask who will be the next families
performing at the Canyonlands tour. And God
willing, our Panguitch tour will be around for another
40 years. And God willing, the UOTF will be around
for our children’s children.
Shelley Gardner, UOTF State Board Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
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