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Life Memberships Awarded
The annual fall social was held on September 27,
2014. At that meeting, our President, Dennis Larkin,
presented to the audience the biographies of three
members who were being honored with Lifetime
Memberships: Don Jasperson, Mark Mott and Laura
Peterson. The following is a combination of
information from the nomination forms and the
biographies. I hope you enjoy learning about the lives
of these three people who have had a great impact on
our organization.

Don Jasperson
Don started playing instruments at the age of 15. He
is selftaught and plays guitar, fiddle, mandolin,
banjo, piano and autoharp. Don started playing with
the Utah Old Time Fiddlers about 1985 and in 1987
he was asked to become the Vice President by the
then President, Darnell Hancock.
Throughout his career with the Utah Old Time
Fiddlers, Don has always been willing to help out
with anything he's been asked to do. He is the most
likable person you'll ever meet. Don and wife, Jill,
lived in Provo Utah for many years and now reside in
St. George, Utah. One of the songs that Don sings is
one that his mother used to sing to him, “The Merry
GoRound Goes Round”. Don has recorded the song
and it has sold many CDs for him. Don, without a
doubt, is one of the best flat pickers you have ever
heard.
Don has several hobbies, other than playing
music: reloading ammunition for his guns and riding
four wheelers with his wife Jill. Jill has been very
supportive of Don and his music. In the winter
months they go to Death Valley, California, to play

music and they also spend a lot of time in Quartzite,
Arizona. Don plays with a group in St. George called
Cactus Road with Karl Allred, Peter Voirol and
Penny Healey. Don has toured with the Utah Old
Time Fiddlers, for many years, to the Grand Canyon,
Panguitch, Cannonville, Bryce Canyon, Marysvale
and many other places. Don Jasperson is a very
valuable member of the Utah Old Time Fiddler and
Country Music Association.
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Mark Mott
Mark joined the UOTF in 2006, and was
elected to be Chapter Chair of Utah County in 2011.
Mark has a great way of solving problems when they
arise while maintaining good, positive feelings. Mark
can recognize talented individuals
and has recruited many new
members to perform with the group.
He is active organizing programs
and makes many phone calls to
insure a good representation for
performances. His interest in
making the members sound their
best on stage prompted him to shop
for a better sound system for the
Chapter.
Mark was born in Provo, UT
in 1951 to Albert and Doris Mott.
He grew up in Orem, Utah. He did
most of his schooling at St. Francis
Catholic School in Provo. Mark’s
mother was an accordion teacher
and could play any instrument there was. Mark
started playing the guitar at the age of 11 and he was
taking lessons from Jack and Jeanette Jeppeson, who
are Mark’s cousins. Mark was not real interested in
playing the guitar because he had so many other
things to do in life. Mark went to Orem High School
and graduated in 1969.
Mark hired on at Geneva Steel in April 29,
1969 and worked there for 34 years. Some of his
duties were operating overhead cranes, working on
maintenance, was a supervisor, and ended up as a
technical specialist for the steel mill. In 1985, Mark
hired on the Spanish Fork ambulance as an
Emergency Medical Technician for three years. Mark

moved to Springville and worked on their ambulance
as a level 1 D instructor for four years. He also
worked for Southern Pacific Railroad on the Great
Salt Lake Pumping Project for six months as a medic.
Mark married Diane in 1974 and they have 5
children and 14 grandchildren. They
lived in Springville, Utah most of
their married life. Mark and Diane
would go to go Death Valley,
California in October for the 49ers
encampment. They did this for
several years, but one year in
particular, Mark ran into his cousin
Jack and Jeanette. And that got
Mark wanting to play the guitar
again. He was talking to his friend
Ed Smith, and Ed gave Mark some
music that he could read and that
was the real start of Mark’s guitar
playing. Jack and Jeanette invited
Mark to go to Marysvale for one of
the shows of the Old Time Fiddlers.
There was a young lady named Rhea Jean Hancock in
the clubhouse who was playing guitar and she invited
Mark to join the Old Time Fiddlers. And so Mark
joined the Fiddlers and life was never the same. He
enjoys playing with the Fiddlers.
In 2011, Mark and Diane were in Quarzite,
Arizona when a motor home caught on fire and
burned to the ground. The elderly couple that was in
the motorhome just barely got out with the clothes on
their back. That night, Mark and Diane were going to
a show that Kerry Christiansen was doing. Mark got
thinking and told his brotherinlaw Mickey, “I'm
going to do a fundraiser for these people.” Mickey
laughed at Mark and said “Well, if you think you can,
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Springville, Mark was awarded rookie of the year as
an outstanding medic.
He loves to be with the grandkids and go
fishing with them. He loves to ski and was on the
Sundance Ski Patrol in 1970. Mark has a small engine
repair shop. Since he’s learned to play the guitar, he
loves doing that and spending time with the Old Time
Fiddlers. He has been Chapter Chairman of the Utah
County Chapter for 5 years. Mark was also the
President of the Good Sams Club for 3 years.

Laura Peterson
go ahead.” So Mark called up some of his friends that
were in charge of the Q I building. He asked if do a
fundraiser for these people who had lost their
motorhome. They told him NO because it was against
the rules. But Mark knew the manager pretty well.
And he told him that he could do it if Kerry
Christiansen would say it was okay. So Mark talked
to Kerry and Kerry said that it would be fine with him
to help these people out. So when Kerry took an
intermission, Mark got up on stage and told
everybody about the motorhome fire. They passed a
coffee can around to the audience and Mark was able
to collect $1632. Mark's brotherinlaw couldn't
believe that he did this. That night, with a group of
other people that were camping with them, they took
the money over to the old couple and gave it to them.
They couldn't believe that someone was able to help
them that much.
Mark has been on many camping trips with
the Old Time Fiddlers. Mark has helped about
everyone in the club fix something on their rigs, Mark
is very knowledgeable. Some of Mark’s hobbies that
he has enjoyed was being an EMT. The first year with

Laura Peterson is a member of the Dixie Chapter, and
has been CoChair from 1990 to the present. Laura
was the Chapter Caller for gigs and such from 1990
to 1012. She has arranged jams for the chapter during
her entire tenure as CoChair, and has opened the
building and set up chairs. She has taught the Chapter
many Idaho tunes, and is a Lifetime Member of the
Idaho Old Time Fiddlers. She is a young 80 years old.
Laura Peterson is an Idaho native, born in
American Falls where she spent her childhood. She
was born in a log cabin at Cold Creek. Being the
ninth of twelve children, she spent her younger years
out on the homestead during the summer months,
helping in the garden, taking clothes to the creek to
wash, gathering choke cherries and raising chickens
and geese. During the winter, she would stay in town
with her older sisters so she could attend school.
After finishing high school, she worked for
ten years as a telegrapher for the Union Pacific
Railroad. She was a strong woman with a cando
attitude and held a variety of jobs while she was
raising her five children and going to school. Rather
than complain about the hand she had been dealt, she
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just dug in and got to work. She graduated from BYU
in about 1968, after she had her fifth child. Needless
to say, she taught her children a good solid work
ethic, to work hard, and to keep...keeping on.
She began her career as a teacher in a small
oneroom school house in Lake Channel where she
set up a school for her nieces and nephews. In later
years her brother, James, went to the Lake Channel
school and bought her wooden desk. He then made
her a fiddle from that desktop. This is something she
still treasures today.
Over the years, she went on to teach
kindergarten and first and second grades, though most
of her time was spent in the first grade classroom at
Lincoln Elementary. She learned to play the piano
and read music as a child and used to play songs at
the piano, singing with her daughter, MaryLynn. Her
love of music was ever evident. Later she took up the
accordion but found that it was too cumbersome and
not very fun. Looking for another avenue for her
musical talent, she began playing the fiddle,
something her father had done when she was a child.
She found, however, that it was easier to “hear” the

fiddle music rather than to try to read music and
convert it to the strings. She joined the Idaho Old
Time Fiddlers and was soon learning songs in leaps
and bounds with her youngest daughter, Becky.
She took a break for a short time but the fiddle
music kept playing in her heart and she realized she
really missed it. She started playing again with Bill
Butler and a few months later met and married Ralph
Peterson, also a member of the Old Time Fiddlers.
Ralph was strong on the guitar and the harmonica and
loved to sing, so together they could really jam.
Over the years she taught many kids,
including her own kids and grandkids, this fun and
fulfilling pursuit. On every occasion her family gets
together, the instruments are brought out and
everyone, including her great grandchildren
participate in a family jam session. Her family is
grateful for this legacy she is passing on to them.
She has been a great asset to the Old Time
Fiddler organization, both in Idaho and then again in
Utah where in 2002 she and Ralph purchased a home
in Washington. Her trophy shelf is full of the different
awards she has won over the many years, both in
Idaho and Utah, including the Utah Senior, Senior
Fiddling Award.
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Laura served as the CoChairman, while
Ralph was the Chairman for the Old Time Fiddlers in
Utah. She is always willing to pick up her fiddle and
play a tune. She has performed countless hours of
service performing on her fiddle with Ralph, whether
it is at fairs, nursing homes, senior centers, parties
and reunions and the Fiddler Concert Tour. Though
Ralph went on to join big Jam Session in Heaven last
year, Laura continues to fiddle at a variety of venues
around Utah with her fiddler friends. She has been
particularly grateful for and enriched by her friend
Sherry Adderly, who continues to encourage her to
improve her skills.
It took gumption for Laura to pursue fiddling and like
everything else she has done, she has given it her all!

A Work in Progress
Unlike Dale Pendleton, who
started playing the fiddle at the age
of 5, I was 78 when I discovered
the world of stringed instruments.
When I was recuperating
from a broken back and shoulder in
a rehabilitation center, several
entertainers performed weekly. One
group featured a banjo. I was
intrigued by the distinctive
punctuated rhythm it added to the
music being played. At that time, I
resolved that I would learn to play
the banjo when I was able to walk
again. Several months later, I
purchased a used instrument and
Mike Iverson graciously accepted

me as a student in spite of my advanced age.
As expected, my progress was slow but
steady. Nevertheless, it was a lonely endeavor
inasmuch as my family and peer group showed little
interest in my new skill (or lack
thereof). I needed a support group
and I found it when I joined the
Pioneer Chapter of the Utah Old
Time Fiddlers and Country Music
Association. Their warm welcome,
encouragement and nonjudgmental
attitude made the trepidation I was
experiencing disappear. Although
the music they played was
unfamiliar to me, I found it most
enjoyable.
Twice the 'Fiddlers' have
performed at birthday parties I have
hosted and hopefully the day is not
too distant when I will play well
enough to join them in entertaining
and educating their audiences.

Page 6

October 2014
http://utaholdtimefiddlers.net

Fiddlin Around
The Official Newsletter of the Utah Old Time Fiddlers
June Crosby  Traveling Fiddle
Before her travels overseas, June Crosby saw
an ad in Fiddle Magazine about a travel fiddle, from a
maker the southern Appalachians. The WipLstix is a
length of wood 2" diameter by 24" long, in a
convenient watertight traveling tube. It comes with a
bow and has an “intimate sound”, according to the
maker. June bought one, and took it with her on
vacation. The following pictures show June with her
WipLstix, in Varna, Bulgaria, and also in front of the
Olympic Rings in Sochi, Russia. June also traveled
to Turkey.
June says the instrument needs a shoulder rest
and doesn’t have a whole lot of sound, but it perfect
for travelling. June would get out the stick and play
wherever she went. It was a great introduction to the
locals who would stop to listen, and the music itself
was a conversation starter. She says it shaped the
whole trip, giving her an introduction to people she
wouldn’t have otherwise have talked to.
The webpage,
http://www.wiplstix.com/ws/whos_using_wiplstix.h
tml is a place where you can see pictures of travelers
of all sorts who have taken these all over the world,
and learn more information about this useful tool.

Happy Harpy's Humors
I played FIRST CHAIR in my High School band
until one day they FINALLY gave me an
INSTRUMENT.
Van Gough became a painter because he had no ear
for music.
 Rick Thorum (from Ricks Licks)
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Clark Historical Farm  Sweeet! Fiddlin Fest
The Salt Lake Chapter played at the Clark Historic
Farm Sweeet! Fiddlin’ Fest in Grantsville on a
beautiful October 11th.

New Chapter Added

A picture of the Kanab chapter appears on the first
page of this newsletter.

The UOTF would like to welcome the members of
the newly formed Kanab chapter to our fiddlin
family. Patty Owens will be the chapter chairperson.
As jam schedules and locations are finalized, look for
details on our web page. Contratulations to Patty and
all our new members.

Page 8

October 2014
http://utaholdtimefiddlers.net

Fiddlin Around
The Official Newsletter of the Utah Old Time Fiddlers
2014 State Fiddle Contest Information
Extended Prizes for Youth

Contests Renamed

The Pioneer Chapter has granted additional money to
be used for prizes for children at this year’s State
Fiddle Contest on November 8, and therefore, the
following categories have been extended out through
6th place. See the contest prizes file on our web site
for full details. The additional prizes (4th through 6th
places) will be:

The Championship Division has been
renamed The Jim Shupe Memorial Division. Jim was
instrumental in starting our Fiddle Organization, and
so we remember his contributions annually with the
Championship division.
Olive Partridge was the beloved "Grand Lady
of the Fiddle" of our Salt Lake Chapter for our state.
The UOTF received a memorial legacy from her
family; $100 donation went to the November 8 State
Fiddle Contest. So, in honor of Olive Partridge, who
has been an inspiration to many, the hot fiddle
division has been renamed the Olive Partridge Hot
Fiddle Contest.
Olive is remembered as a wonderful fiddler
and gracious person. "Sunrise on the Guinea Farm"
is a song she enjoyed playing, and it is included in
this newsletter.

Small Fry Fiddle
4th place  $20
5th place  $15
6th place  $10
JuniorJunior Fiddle
4th place  $30
5th place  $20
6th place  $10

Vendors Welcomed

Junior Fiddle
4th place  $40
5th place  $25
6th place  $10
Junior Guitar, Mandolin and Banjo
4th place  $15
5th place  $10
6th place  $10

If anyone in the UOTF organization wants to sell any
CDs, music, or related items at the contest they are
welcome to do so. UOTF gets 10% of the sales.
Contact June Crosby for details.

Volunteers Needed
There is always plenty to do behind the magic
curtain! Believe it or not, we could use your help. If
you would like to assist in making the contest
function smoothly, please contact our very own
wizard(ess) of contests  June Crosby, or her
wonderful assistant Lynn Brighton
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Utah Old Time Fiddlers and
Country Music Association
Invite you to compete at their annual

Fiddle and Picking Contest
Date: Saturday, November 8
Place: West Valley City Hall
3600 South Constitution Blvd. (2700 West)
(park and enter on the west side)
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.
Fiddle Categories for all ages
Other Categories include:
Guitar
Banjo
Mandolin
Harmonica
Check our website for more details:

utaholdtimefiddlers.net
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