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Canyonlands Tour

Editor’s note:
It was the regret of many on the tour of the members
who could not be with us, (Don and Linda Smith, and
others) due to health concerns or death. Videos from
3 of the Concerts of the Canyonland tour can be
watched on our organization’s YouTube channel,
located at
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCknDAIrq4aysaDf
dmyGZxw. Also, pictures can be viewed at
https://picasaweb.google.com/109988404292002460
537/UtahOldTimeFiddlers2013CanyonlandsConcert?
authkey=Gv1sRgCO642suPwJ34cA&feat=email.
Many thanks to Joe Boggs and Susan Clancy for the
videos and pictures of this event, and for sharing
them with our organization.
First of all, if you haven’t planned on going, please
make it a priority to do this tour with the Fiddlers at
least once! It is a concert like no other. At the Grand
Canyon, and repeated at the other locations, we heard
of people scheduling their vacations at the same time
as this concert tour, just to hear us play. We have been
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doing this concert tour
for 35 years running, and
as such, we gather a
repeat audience who
greatly looks forward to
our return. It was some
people’s 2nd or 3rd
performance, but more
amazing were the people
who could name longer
stretches, and at
Cannonville, one man
and his elderly mother
who claims 30 plus years of hearing our concert play
at their town! At Panguitch, both nights we received a
standing ovation! Never have I been a part of a
performance (as a player) with such an enthusiastic
audience, and it is a humbling experience to be so
well appreciated and loved. It makes every hour you
spent practicing your instrument worth it. On top of it
all, the Grand Canyon and Cannonville locations
have us playing facing amazing rock formations. It
will take your breath away.
Second is the International aspect. People come
to southern Utah from all over the world to see
the Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, Escalante
Staircase, and Zion National Park. Just walking
around, you hear people speaking in their
native languages. Jarl Jacobson, our President,
was very good at interviewing the audience to
see where everyone was from, and it’s
humbling to truly be playing for the world,
representing the old time fiddle traditions. We
share the culture of America with this audience,
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and in the
process, we
make new
international
friends. At the
campsite at
Panguitch, we
met two girls
from Belgium
who were
touring the
western US on a comingofage travel excursion after
college, and in the several days our stay overlapped,
we became fast friends. A family from the
Netherlands heard of our concert at Cannonville, and
made our concert their evening plans. A woman,
whose family is still in Ireland, came up to Meagan
with a face full of tears to tell her that her Dark Island
(a Scottish lament) performance made her homesick.
Peter Voirol and his wife Erika from Switzerland,
who became American citizens and are members of
the UOTFA (man, can Peter play the guitar really
well!) was also on the tour. We feel blessed to have
met them all.
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And last, you should meet our UOTF family. Coming
from the northern end of the state, it’s rare that you
would get to meet the members from the southern
end of the state, (and vise versa) but on this tour, you
get to spend a week with them. These members
become like family that you will want to see again.
It’s a time of learning, laughing, practicing and
growing. As newsletter editor, I have corresponded
with these members by email and read their
submissions, but it’s not the same as putting faces
(and personalities!) with the names. It’s not the same
as laughing with Penny Healy in late night jams,
learning a group tune with Karl Allred, sharing a
glass of wine with Peter and his wife in celebration of
a concert well done, seeing Jack Jeppson’s Horny
Fiddle (being played with a bow, an arrow, a comb,
and a coat hanger), hearing Patti Owens talk about
teaching children in Pipe Springs, or hearing first
hand the history of our organization from Sherry and
Steve Adderly. I know I have not named everyone
who was there, but it was a pleasure meeting each
and every one of you. We shared musical programs
for tablature, taught each other new songs. Everyone
had something to give that the others took away with
them. Even the youngest, 16 year old Meagan, was
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teaching penny
whistle to Jarl
Jacobson and Rick
Thorum, and she
learned Orange
Blossom from Skyler
Beck. No one comes
away from this
experience
unchanged.
I hope that you will consider next year’s summer
plans with the Canyonland
Tour in mind. If you need to
carpool or have questions
about camping if you don’t
have an RV, arrangements
can be made if you start
organizing things early and
letting others know of your
need. The HitchNPost has
a beautiful camp area for
tents, with rooms also for
rent on site and there are
hotels are right across the
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street. The owners really do go out of their way to
provide for us, and fixed up a building for us to
practice in, out of the rain, that looks beautiful. They
provided ice and set up tables for the pot lucks. All
we had to do was arrive and play. We thank Jodi and
Randy Pouliot, and their staff, for being wonderful
hosts and for being part of our extended family while
we were at Panguitch. This tour would also be a
wonderful time to take a week before, or after, to tour
southern Utah’s parks and sites, and would do well
with children. It really is an experience you should
not miss. See you all next year!
 Shelley Gardner, Pioneer Chapter
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2013 Salt Lake Fiddlin' & Pickin' Contest Winners
Small Fry Fiddle Division

Junior Mandolin Division

JunionJunior Fiddle Division

Senior Banjo Division

Junior Fiddle Division

Senior Guitar Division

Adult Fiddle Division

Senior Mandolin Division

Senior Fiddle Division

Senior Harmonica Division

younger than 9 years
1st place – Kaylie Skowronek
2nd place – Ailie Skowronek
3rd place – Kam Wolffe
Ages 913
1st place – Julia Skowronek
2nd place – Lani Johnson
3rd place – Jacob Skowronek
Ages 1417
1st place – Skyler Beck
2nd place – Miriam Wagstaff
3rd place – Andy Nelson

Ages 1849
1st place – Andy Nelson
2nd place – Russell Wulfenstein
3rd place – Dove ShupeCarden
Ages 50+
1st place – Marilyn Dillard
2nd place – Kate Little

Hot Fiddle Division

Ages 18 or younger
1st place – Isaac Gibson
2nd place – Julia Skowronek
3rd place – Jacob Skowronek
Ages 19 and older
1st place – Daron Shupe
2nd place – Ron Barlow
3rd place – Lynn Brighton

Ages 19 and older
1st place – Russell Wulfenstein
2nd place – Randy Teal
3rd place – Austin Taylor
Ages 19 and older
1st place – Russell Wulfenstein
2nd place – Austin Taylor
3rd place – Scott Boyd
Ages 19 and older
1st place – Doug Anderson
2nd place – Robert Wiley
3rd place – Rick Thorum

Special rules category, no age limit
1st place – Miriam Wagstaff
2nd place – Meagan Gardner
3rd place – Dove ShupeCardon
Page 5
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Utah County Wins Trophy

The Utah Chapter has made our organization proud
by winning the “Judges Special Award: Outstanding
Music" Trophy at the 2013 America's Freedom
Festival Grand Parade in Provo UT on July 4th. They
were interviewed by Big Budah of Fox 13 News and
the clip can be viewed here, although it was cut just
short of the trophy announcement.
http://fox13now.com/2013/07/04/utaholdtime
fiddlersperformatfreedomfestivalparade/. It is
very noteworthy that they beat out the Piano Guys,
who have been featured nationally and who have sold
out shows everywhere they go kudos Utah Chapter
and everyone who was performing that day!

Springville and North Park Pioneer Village in Provo
have welcomed the OTFs. The North Park Pioneer
Village is also the place to be for jamming this
summer. Instead of the Senior Centers, the twice
monthly jams will be held at the Park. Two well
attended jams were held on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays in June there. Several more
performances and jams are planned for the rest of the
summer.
 Audrey Andrus, Utah County

Utah County Report

The Utah County OTF Chapter has been very active
in performing and jamming throughout the 2nd
quarter of 2013. It is parade season again and the
Springville Parade was the first one for 2013. There
will be more parades to come in July in Utah County.
The OTF also performed on stage twice for
Springville Art City Days. In addition, The Orem and
American Fork Senior Centers, a Care Center in
Page 6
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Pahvant Chapter Report

The Pahvant Chapter has shifted into high gear for
the summer months. Along with our three groups we
perform for each month, we have other projects
going. Recently the chapter members put on a benefit
concert to raise funds for a cancer patient in the town
of Hinckley. Chapter member Mick Butterfield
organized and chaired this event. Along with the
music was a cake auction. KSL Radio celebrity Doug
Wright came to the event a served as the auctioneer.
In all more than $2300 was raised to assist with
medical expenses. Hats off to Mick for a job well
done!
Summer is the time when several of the communities
within our chapter boundaries hold their annual
community celebrations. The chapter is always ready
to pitch in and make these events a success. Next up
is the concert in the park for the City of Delta.
 Ron Barlow, Pahvant Chapter

DUP Thanks Pioneer Chapter

The Weber Roy Company of Daughters of Utah
Pioneers Jubilee was delightfully entertained by the
Pioneer chapter of Utah OldTime Fiddlers and
Country Music Association on May 18th during our
Annual DUP Jubilee at the Roy North Stake Center.
Many of the ‘Daughters” commented what a
wonderful selection of music was presented in a very
short period of time.
Such amazing musicians! And they all seemed to be
enjoying what they were playing. The variety of ages
also pleased the ‘Daughters’. There is a very fine
degree of musicianship in this group. The variety of
instruments and the fact that they all seem to be so
competent with their individual talents makes it a
treat for any audience.

Pioneer Chapter Report

This past quarter the Pioneer chapter performed at ten
different venues which included the Ogden VA home.
It was such a pleasure to perform for our Veterans.
We also performed for the Weber Roy Company of
Daughters of Utah Pioneers Jubilee and received a
very nice article from Ruth G. Tatton, the Weber Roy
DUP Company President. The residents at five
different assisted living facilities enjoyed a visit from
the Pioneer Chapter as well. The second quarter of
2013 was a lot of fun for the Pioneer Chapter and we
are looking forward to more jams and gigs in the
remainder of the year.
 Ken Murdock, Pioneer Chapter
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Under the expert direction of Doug Anderson, the
group would just call out a particular piece of music
in a certain key signature and they would take their
signal to begin from the player who had chosen the
piece of music. This keeps the audience on their toes
waiting to see what the players will choose to play
next. The choices of music add to the enthusiasm of
the players and the audience cannot sit still with
spontaneous clapping and foot tapping to the
rhythms.
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Of course, the ‘Daughters’ are not in the age brackets
of ‘young adults’ or ‘teens’ but they are ‘young at
heart’ with the nostalgic memories of dances and
shows. Their attention was captured by these
wonderful performers and the twenty or thirty
minutes was not long enough. Because picnic lunches
were being shared by each DUP Camp and there were
ten Camps, quite a bit of noise was indeed a
distraction. But these fine players just increased their
volume and went right on with their performance.
Each performer in their own right is a professional
musician and you can tell how they enjoy their
chosen instrument. Doug also seems to be a natural
leader for this group and was so accommodating to
meet schedule changes for the bimonthly Fiddle
Jams that ‘The Old Time Country Fiddlers’ group
participate in. He was able to have their Fiddle Jam in
conjunction with our Jubilee and just did a most
amazing job with juggling their schedule. Without a
doubt, this entertainment from the OTCF made our
DUP Jubilee of 2013 a huge success. Thank you,
Doug and Thank you members of Old Time Country
Fiddlers.
Sincerely,
Ruth G. Tatton
Weber Roy DUP Company President

Salt Lake Chapter Report

Hi Everyone,
Whew! The past few months for the Salt Lake
Chapter have been busy doing gigs, playing for
parties, and senior centers all over the valley!
In May, we sponsored what we called, “The 9th
Annual Fiddle and Pickin’ Contest.” We had 57
contestants competing in fiddle, guitar, mandolin,
banjo and harmonica divisions. Several contestants
competed in more than one category, which made the
competition fun to be a part of! Thanks to all who
helped to make this event a success!
On a sad note, two of our longtime UOTF members
passed away: On May 22 Jack Shepard, passed away
in West Jordan. Jack grew up in Soldier Summit,
Utah where at the age of 12 he started herding sheep
and cattle and breaking horses. He told us that while
herding sheep he learned to play the guitar. He was
also a member of a Harmonica Band.
On July 4th “Royce” Ackerman passed away. Royce
was a past UOTF President, the Chairman of the Salt
Lake Chapter and the webmaster for the UOTF
internet site. His funeral was held July 10th in Salt
Lake.
Over this past year we have had several of our
members pass away. Hopefully, we will take the
opportunity to learn tunes and hear stories from the
members we admire, and look up to.
So have a great summer and keep on Pickin’ and
Fiddlin’.
 Lynn Brighton, Salt Lake Chapter.
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Board Meeting Report

Member Spotlight: Rose Shepherd

A state board meeting was held on July 20 at
Panguitch. There are a few items that all members
should be aware of:
 We voted to officially dissolve the Fishlake Chapter.
Any members of this chapter simply become
Members at Large, and stay full members of the
UOTF.

Rose Shepherd
She outshines them all!

 We will hold a vote for President and Vice President
at the Fall Social. Jarl Jacobson, our current
President, is wishing to move on to the Past President
position while he is still in full health and able to still
contribute to our Board. It is important that we keep
renewing people in leadership positions to keep our
organization healthy, as so many of our older
members who have held leadership positions in the
past are passing away due to old age. This needs to be
an important focus on our organization to attract
youth who will be become future leaders, and for
adults who have been a part of our organization for
years to now step up as current leaders. As board
members, we ask that members ask themselves what
they can do to keep the UOTFA in a position of
strength that will endure for generations more.
 Shelley Gardner, UOTF Secretary.

After the children were grown, Rose and Floyd would
travel to Death Valley and enjoy the music that
various groups were playing around the
campgrounds. They met a woman who played a gut
bucket and Floyd declared he was going to go home
and make one. Well, he made two, one for him and
one for Rose. That was fun, but Rose soon decided
that they needed another instrument to sound better
together. She still had her son Mike’s music and his
guitar and so she taught herself to play the guitar.
She would practice at least an hour a day. Rose was
65 years old when she started playing the guitar.
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As a young mother Rose
herded her talented five
children to musical
performances where they
sang and played the
guitar. Sometimes they
had several performances
in a day. She also sewed
their outfits, including
their jeans, and
everything else in the house, curtains, bedspreads etc.
She and her husband, Floyd, made sure that their
oldest son, Mike, took guitar lessons and then he
taught his siblings how to play the guitar.

She and Floyd had fun together playing and singing
for 6 or 8 years until he got too sick to get out. They
would play and sing at care centers and other places.
She declared that you missed the boat if you didn’t
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was the end of Floyd’s buddy in Rose’s mind. Rose
was born in Columbia, Carbon County, Utah. She
could sing the song about being a coal miner’s
daughter if she wanted to because that was what she
was.

know Floyd, that he was the life of the party. He
loved to make people laugh. After he became ill, she
would still take him in his wheelchair and they would
go perform. She sewed their outfits also.
Rose was reading the paper one day and saw an
announcement about Old Time Fiddlers playing in
Orem and inviting people to play with them. So, She
and Floyd then starting playing with them too. Old
Time Fiddlers have a CD recording with Rose and
Floyd singing together. One song they sang on the
CD is “Take Me to Glory in a Glad Bag”. That is a
song that Rose still sings for the great enjoyment of
audiences.
Floyd passed away in 2006. They had been married
60 years. Rose had been almost 18 years old when
they married. Floyd was just home from the Navy
when his buddy invited him to the skating rink in
Spanish Fork to meet his girlfriend. Floyd was just
too fun and too handsome in his Sailor Suit and that
Page 10

Rose still plays and sings with the Old Time Fiddlers.
She knows that Floyd would like her to. She doesn’t
think she is as good as the other performers, but she is
a hard act to follow because the audiences, as well as
the other members of OTF love her and love to hear
her perform. Floyd wasn’t the only one with
personality plus. Rose has a list of at least fifteen
songs that she has memorized and she still practices
an hour a day. Some of her repertoire includes
yodeling and singing “ I Want to be a Cowboy’s
Sweetheart”, “I’m using the Bible for a Roadmap”,
“Where can I live when I get home”, “Heartaches by
the Number”,
and “How Much
is that Doggy in
the Window”
when there are
children in the
audience.
You have
REALLY missed
the boat if you
haven’t had the
opportunity to
get to know
Rose and enjoy
her fun
personality and talent. She’s a real sweetheart.
 Audrey Andrus, Utah County
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Member Spotlight: The Gardners

At almost every gig, Doug Anderson comments to the
audience about the diversity of the Utah Old Time
Fiddlers. This article highlights that diversity by
contrasting last quarter’s featured article of an
excellent musician (Dale Pendleton), with over 80
years of playing music, with a family who has
achieved excellence in just the past five years. The
musical accomplishments of the Gardner family over
the past five years are nothing short of extraordinary.
Many of you have heard the Gardner family members
perform and know how well they play their respective
instruments, but when one thinks that they went from
zero to this level in five years, one has to be
impressed. So how did this happen?

John wanted to play an instrument for a long time
before he actually got started. One of his motivations
to get started was a visit to a Utah Old Time Fiddlers
membership drive. Several events came together
about the same time for John. He attended the
membership drive and also received a Quality of
Work bonus from his employer. With money in hand
Page 11

and a strong desire to become a musician, John still
had one problem: What shall I learn to play? His
thinking went back to a man he revered for many
years, Rich Mullens. Rich Mullens was a
contemporary Christian songwriter and musician who
played the
hammered dulcimer
at virtuoso level.
After a short period
of renting a
hammered dulcimer,
and then research,
John purchased a
hammered dulcimer
and got started. At first John was sharing the dulcimer
with his daughter Meagan, but that created another
problem that was soon worked out. When listening to
John perform, it is amazing to think that he is self
taught. Weekly jams with the Utah Old Time
Fiddlers was the arena where John learned to play.
These jams provided other players to perform with
and added additional motivation. John says he doesn’t
think he would have stuck with the playing had it not
been for the UTOF jam sessions and gigs. Basically,
he learned to play at the jams. Now back to that
sharing problem mentioned earlier.
At this time, daughter Meagan was eleven years old
and wanting to learn to play an instrument. One day,
which happened to be her birthday, Meagan and
family were in a music store and she spied the Penny
Whistle. Since it was her birthday and the price was
only $15, Meagan got her first instrument. She very
quickly learned to play the Penny Whistle with great
skill and still performs with it. The fiddling influence
at those jams had done its work on Meagan and she
soon began to lobby the parents for a fiddle. That
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lobbying paid off later in the
year and Meagan had her
fiddle. She began with six
months of lessons from UTOF
member Lexie Stoker and then
she was off on her own. For
each of you who plays the
fiddle, or have tried, you know
that it is not the easiest
instrument to play and to go
from beginner to contest winner in just five years is
nothing short of astounding. Last year, Meagan won
third place in her division at the Salt Lake contest and
this year she won second in the Hot Fiddle
competition at the same contest. Meagan is a natural.
Her Dad says he can practice for hours on a new song
and then along comes Meagan with her fiddle and she
just plays it. Most recently, Meagan performed with
the UTOF Canyonlands Tour. I began attending the
UTOF jam sessions just shortly after the Gardners
started attending and I have marveled at the speed
with which Meagan progressed. I play several
instruments and know the dedication and time
required for this kind of improvement rate. I asked
her one day how much she practices and she said,
“three hours a day”. She motivates me.

The most recent musical addition to the now musical
Gardner family is wife and Mom, Shelley. After being
asked many times when she was going to start
playing, Shelley decided she should get started. Last
year Shelley acquired a dulcimer but of a different
kind from the one John plays. Shelley’s dulcimer is of
the mountain dulcimer style that is played while
sitting and holding the dulcimer on the lap.
Sometimes these dulcimers are even called a lap
dulcimer. Shelley began her instrument playing with
Page 12

lessons at the Original Dulcimer Players Club
FunFest in Evart Michigan. This event is put on by
the largest and oldest hammered dulcimer club in the
world. The Gardners attended the FunFest last year
and bought back some amazing stories. That trip also
got Shelley in the music business and now she as
answered those questions about when she is going to
start playing.
It has certainly been a pleasure to play with this
family over the past five years. They have motivated
many players and have stepped up to help the UTOF
Association in numerous ways, such as managing the
web site and publishing this newsletter. They are
consistent attendees and players at Pioneer Chapter
gigs and contribute so much to our chapter. If you
have the pleasure of playing with, visiting with or just
listening to them play, be sure to thank them for their
service to the UTOF Association.
 Ken Murdock, Pioneer Chapter
Editor’s note: the Gardners have a 4th member of the
family with an instrument Emilie plays a bodhran.
Emilie became interested at school when a friend
brought in hers, and Emilie found she could play it.
Her parents purchased her first bodhran last
Christmas. She now owns two, as a classmate passed
along a better quality,
tunable bodhran after he
could never get the hang of it
and thought it would be
better used in the hands of
one who could play it well.
Those members at the
Canyonlands tour got to see
Emilie on stage with her
drum.
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Editor's note: There is no good way to organize obituaries, and sadly, we have a bunch of them in this issue. For the
sake of simplicity, they are organized alphabetically. Introductions were combined from multiple sources.

Walter "Royce" Ackerman

Editor's note:
Royce Ackerman had suffered ill health for years, but was
always willing to work hard for the Fiddlers. Many of you
will remember Royce Ackerman. He was a past president
of the Utah Old Time Fiddlers and a chapter chairman for
the Salt Lake chapter. Royce was the first to have a web
site for the fiddlers. He was a kind, sweet and gentle man.

Walter “Royce” Ackerman
06/24/1956 – 07/04/2013
Today we say goodbye to a
loving husband, brother, uncle
and friend. Walter Royce
Ackerman was born on June
24, 1956 to Gloria Betty
McOmber and Walter Arthur
Cooper in Grants Pass Oregon.
Later, his parents divorced and
Royce moved with his mother to his grandparent’s farm in
Parma, ID.
When Royce was eight, Gloria married Frank Ackerman
of San Jose, CA. and they relocated there with Frank’s six
children. Royce was sealed to them in the Oakland temple
in 1969. When Royce was eighteen, the family moved
back to Parma. Royce loved the farm and dreamed of
living that life. Royce moved to Salt Lake to attend school
in 1978 and resided there until his passing. During his time
in Utah, he graduated from ITT Tech. and met his lovely
bride Susan Kaye Harris. They were sealed in the Salt
Lake Temple on Oct. 21, 1993. Susan was the love of his
life and he cherished her friendship and their time
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together. They weren’t able to have children but Royce
loved animals, so they filled their home with love and
pets.
Royce was a gifted musician and trained to play classical
guitar. He played with the Utah OldTime Fiddlers. He
used this talent throughout his life entertaining thousands
of people. For years he substituted for Santa Claus,
bringing joy to many children with his genuine Christmas
spirit. He was an avid Ham Radio operator, KE7BLD; he
belonged to the Utah VHF Society, ARES and URAC.
Royce was a generous person and leaves that legacy to his
surviving family: His wife, Susan, sisters and spouses;
Janett & Jared Call, Joan & Reid Findlay, Robin
Ackerman, Kristie Rae & Ryan Keck, brothers and
spouses; Brad & Carol Ackerman, Bryan & Lluvia
Ackerman, Boyd & Michelle Ackerman, Casey Cooper
and William Cooper, father; Walter Arthur Cooper and
extended family who love him dearly. Royce was preceded
in death by his parents, Charles Frank & Gloria Betty
Ackerman, his brother, Race Arthur Cooper, sister, Shelly
Ackerman and his favorite dog, Tucker.
Funeral services will be Wednesday, July 10, 2013, 1:00
p.m. at the LDS River Bend Ward, 8825 South Monroe
Street (150 West). A viewing will be Tuesday evening
from 6 – 8 p.m. at Redwood Memorial Mortuary, 6500 So.
Redwood Road, West Jordan and again one hour prior at
the church. Interment to follow services at Redwood
Memorial Estates. Condolences may be left at
www.memorialutah.com.
 Published July 9, 2013.
http://www.memorialutah.com/?s=Ackerman
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Gay Alaire Wagstaff Brady

Gay Brady of Jensen, Utah
passed away on 31 March
2013 at her home. Gay and
her husband, Lloyd, were
members of the Utah Old Time
Fiddlers for many years. They
joined the Fiddlers when they
were living in Nevada
probably 17 or 18 years ago.
They have been living in
Jensen, Utah for the last 15
years. Gay was the Chair of the Uintah Chapter for
several years until the chapter was dissolved.
Gay loved music and regularly played at rest homes,
community events, and other functions. She was
scheduled each month at the Uintah Care Center
where she played alone. Each week she made the trip
from Jensen to Roosevelt to play at the Parkside
Manor alternately with the VillaUintah
Rehabilitation Center, an 80 mile round trip.
Gay played accordion, guitar, Mandolin, and banjo,
but is best known for her accordion playing, She had
made a lot of progress on improving her technique on
her other instruments. Gay played at Parkside Manor
just 30 days before her death. Her husband, Lloyd,
who was a great supporter of her music, felt that her
music kept her alive for as long as she lived. He also
plays guitar but didn't join the groups with whom she
played.
 Jessica Lee, Member at Large
Gay Alaire Wagstaff Brady passed away peacefully
at her home Sunday March 31st surrounded by her
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loving family. Gay was born in Hayden, Utah on May
17, 1932 to Claude Lorin Wagstaff and Blanch
Oberhansley Wagstafff. She grew up in Tabiona, Utah
and graduated Valedictorian from Tabiona High
School. She loved the mountains and always thought
Tabby was the most beautiful place on earth. Her
father Claude had a band for many years. She loved
music and played in several groups including The Old
Time Fiddlers. She attended BYU. She was an active
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints throughout her life and served in many
callings. She married Lloyd Elden Brady from
Bridgeland, Utah June 6, 1953 in the Salt Lake LDS
Temple. They had four children; Lori, Lorna, Larry
and Dee. She is preceded in death by her parents:
Claude Lorin Wagstaff and Blanch Oberhansley
Wagstaff, Brothers: Vern Wagstaff, Lee Wagstaff,
Gale Wagstaff, Sisters: LaDacy Giles, Elsie Casper,
Ella Daniels, Cuba Wagstaff, Marva Gines, Alta Nye,
Niece: Charlena Wagstaff, and Brotherinlaw: Dale
Peterson. Survived by her husband: Lloyd Elden
Brady, her children: Lori (John) Cannon, Lorna
(Larry) Whitlock, Larry (Jennifer) Brady, and Dee
(Sherrie) Brady, her sister: Chloe Bergera, 16
grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. Funeral
services will be held Friday April 5th at 11:00 AM at
the Jensen, Utah LDS Chapel. Friends may call on
Thursday April 4th from 68 PM at Blackburn
Mortuary in Vernal and on Friday April 5th from
9:4510:45 at the church. Interment will be in the
Vernal Memorial Park. Special thanks to all of those
who have shown kindness to the family at this time.
Services were entrusted to the care of the Blackburn
Vernal Mortuary.
Published at http://www.onlineobits.com/utah
obituariesc65/gaybradyp1134
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Samuel Robert Gunter

Editor's note: Sam was a longtime participant on our
Canyonlands concert tour.
Samuel Robert Gunter
(April 20, 1928  April 19, 2013)
Samuel Robert Gunter, 84,
passed away peacefully on
April 19, 2013. He was born
April 20, 1928 in Mt.
Emmons, Utah to Samuel
Gunter and Elsie Wright
Gunter, He married his
sweetheart, Karma Gayle
Morrison on October 16, 1952
in Duchesne, Utah.

Warren of Riverton, UT, Patrick (Martha) Gunter of
Orem, UT; 12 grandchildren; and 18 great
grandchildren plus two on the way.
Memorial services will be held Saturday, April 27,
2013 at 12:00 p.m. at the Walker Sanderson Funeral
Home, 646 East 800 North, Orem, Utah. Friends can
visit one hour prior to services. Interment will be held
in the Utahn Cemetery with full military honors. In
lieu of flowers, donations can be made in memory of
Sam to Autism Speaks of Utah and The Special
Olympics. Arrangements entrusted to the care of
Metcalf Mortuary, (435) 6734221. Please visit our
website at www.metcalfmortuary.com for
condolences, complete obituary and funeral listings.

Sam served his country proudly in the U.S. Army and
was a veteran of the Korean War. He was also past
commander of the Duchesne American Legion, Post
22.

Published at:
http://www.metcalfmortuary.com/fh/obituaries/obitua
ry.cfm?o_id=2069520&fh_id=11516

He worked 35 years for the Utah Department of
Transportation and was a member of the Elks for 25
years. He joined The Old Time Fiddlers 35+ years
ago and enjoyed playing his guitar and singing with
them. His favorite times were summers spent hunting,
camping and fishing with family and friends. He
loved gardening and was proud of his flower and
vegetable gardens
Sam was the worlds best husband, dad, grandpa and
friend. We will all miss him dearly.
He is survived by his wife, Karma; children: Mike
(Elaine) Gunter of Roosevelt, UT, Cindy (Lew)
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Ralph Elmer Petersen

With heavy hearts, we regret to announce the passing
of Ralph Peterson, a great musician, singer and
lifelong member of the Association who passed
peacefully on July 18th. His wife, Laura Peterson
(our mother and also a wonderful fiddler and lifelong
member) was faithfully by his side.

He joined the Fiddlers in 1965 and served as Idaho
Chairman of District 8 in 1975 and 1976. In 1994, he
served as president of the Idaho Old Time Fiddlers. In
Utah, he served as District Chairman of the Dixie
Chapter and has been an active member for many
years.

Sincerely,
Laura Peterson, Bill Tomita, Becky Tomita and all
our family.

Ralph was a High Priest in The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latterday Saints. Over the years, he has
served as High Priest Group Leader, Gospel Doctrine
Teacher, as well as in many other callings. He was an
avid genealogist and spent many long hours serving
in the Temple.

Ralph Elmer Peterson
(March 16, 1925  July 18,
2013)
Washington, Utah  With
heavy hearts we regret to
announce the passing of
Ralph E. Peterson, a great
musician and lifelong
member of the Old Time
Fiddlers. Ralph passed
peacefully away on July 18,
2013 with his wife, Laura
Peterson, faithfully by his side. He was an
accomplished guitarist and we appreciate his lifelong
dedication to music and entertaining.
Ralph was born in Ririe, Idaho on March 16, 1925 to
Nellie and Clay Peterson. He graduated from Idaho
Falls High School in 1943, then began his military
service. He served two years in the 551st
Bombardment Squadron. He also served in the U.S.
Army National Guard from 1958 to 1961 and in the
U.S. Naval Reserve from 1962 to 1969.
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His services will be held Monday, July 22, 2013 at
10:00 a.m. at the Washington 6th Branch LDS
Chapel, 700 East Telegraph Road, Washington, Utah.
A visitation will be held one hour prior to the services
at the Chapel. Military honors will immediately
follow the services. Interment will be held at a later
date in Idaho Falls, Idaho.
We would like to thank Janice Sadzewicz and Vicki
Ahlstrom for their hours of loving service during
Ralph’s illness.
Published at:
http://utah.obituaries.funeral.com/2013/07/19/ralph
peterson/
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George Calvin Puckett

George Puckett passed away at his home in Springville,
UT on 17 March 2013. George and Elaine were members
of the Utah Old Time Fiddlers for many years. George
served as the Utah County Chapter Chair. He will be
remembered for singing songs like, "Cab Driver," and
"This Little Light of Mine", and “My Bonnie Lies Over the
Ocean”.
George Calvin Puckett
April 3, 1924 ~ March 17,
2013
George Calvin Puckett was
born April 3, 1924, to Edgar
“D” Puckett and Georgianna
Hardy Puckett in Twin Falls,
Idaho. He passed away
Sunday, March 17, 2013, at
home of natural causes related to chronic illnesses and
aging. He would have been 89 years old on April 3 of this
year. He graduated from Oakley High School before the
family moved to Alameda, California, during World War
II. He served in the Army Air Corps for three years flying
in a B29 over Southeast Asia as the radio operator, and
flew on one of the last bombing missions of the war.
He met his future wife, Elaine Howlett, while both were
majoring in music at Brigham Young University. The G.I.
Bill and playing in dance orchestras made it possible for
him to attend. He received his B.A. in 1950 and the couple
married and moved to Hinckley, Utah, where he taught
music in the high school and then taught in Lyman,
Wyoming. They moved to Springville, Utah, in 1953. He
received his M.A. from BYU and then his Ed. PhD. in
Public School Administration. He was assigned principal
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of Payson High School, serving five and a halfyears when
he interrupted his employment in Nebo School District
with a call to serve as Superintendent of L.D.S. Church
Schools in the Tongan Isles, returning in 1972. He was
assigned Springville High School principal where he
served eight years until his retirement.
His church callings were numerous: Bishop and stake high
council in Springville Stake, Bishop and mission
counselor in Tonga, and Vienna, Austria, branch
presidency at M.T. C, stake high counselor in BYU stake
and BYUH stake. He loved teaching and had a wonderful
friendly sense of humor. George and Elaine served three
Church Educational Service missions in Hawaii and
Vienna, Austria.
He is survived by his wife and children: Joan Johnson
(John), Brigham City, Utah, Richard (Lorie), and Allen
(Cara), all of Springville, 16 grandchildren and 9 great
children (with 2 more on the way). Also surviving is his
sister, Nola (Charles) Jackson of Burley, Idaho. He was
preceded in death by his parents and brothers Kay, Eldon,
and Oscar.
Viewings will be held Friday evening from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Wheeler Mortuary, (211 East 200 South in Springville)
and Saturday morning from 10:00 until 10:45 at the
Springville Stake House (245 South 600 East). The funeral
will follow at 11:00 a.m. at the same location.
Published at: Deseret News from March 21 to
March 22, http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/deseretnews/
obituary.aspx?pid=163749337#fbLoggedOut,
And at http://obitsutah.com/obituary/19065/georgecalvin
puckett.htm
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Jack Shepherd
October 10, 1923  May 22, 2013

"Together Again"
Jack Shepard passed away May 22, 2013 at the home
of his daughter and soninlaw in West Jordan, Utah.
He was born Oct 10, 1923 to Ralph Devere and
Ellamae (Fouse) Shepard in Schofield, Utah.
He was preceded in death by wife Bonna Jean
Kimball Shepard, son Clint Shepard, brother Arthur
Shepard, and sisters Buehla Davis and Barbara Price.
Jack grew up in Soldier Summit, Utah. At age 12 he
started herding sheep and cattle, and breaking horses
a lifelong cowboy. He married Bonna Kimball April
13, 1944, and they celebrated 60th wedding
anniversary before she died May 16, 2004.
During World War II he served in the U.S. Army
Quartermasters Corps on the island of Saipan. Upon
returning from the war to his wife and first daughter,
he joined the rodeo circuit, participating in bareback
bronc and bullriding. He worked in the coal mines
and for the State Road. In 1951, he landed at
Kennecott, where he retired after 38 years.

participated in a buffalo drive. He enjoyed playing
guitar and banjo with the Old Time Fiddlers and
Harmonica Band where he made many friendships.
He was very active and proudly tended his own yard
and garden until his health declined three years ago.
Dad was a devoted family man, working and saving
all his life for the financial security of his family. He
dearly loved his children, who cherish the time and
memories he gave to them.
He is survived by daughters Sharron Young (Bob
Duncombe) and Ruanda Shepard (Vee Edwards),
sister Carma Keppler (Calif.), three grandchildren,
five great grandchildren, and two great great
grandchildren.
Graveside services will be held at the Veterans
Memorial at a later date.
Published in the Salt Lake Tribune.
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/saltlaketribune/obit
uaryprint.aspx?pid=164974961

An avid hunter, Dad always involved his family in his
outdoor adventures. His favorite hunting partner was
his son, Clint, who started hunting with him at age
two.
Dad was a man of diverse interests. He played the
guitar and sang, did beautiful leatherwork, and read
voraciously. He could fix anything from cars to shoes.
After retiring, he took up steer roping. At 64 he won
State Champion "Heeler" Over 50. At 69 he
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