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The newsletter is many things: a place to get an
upcoming schedule of events, the recorded history
of an active organization, and a personal connection
to a group larger than ourselves. Included in this
newsletter are two stories that show how our
members are reaching out, giving to the community,
and sometimes getting more than they give. Once
again, thanks to all who contributed and help make
this newletter and the website an ongoing success.
Together, we are much greater than the sum of our
parts. Keep Pickin’ and Fiddlin’.
- Shelley Gardner, Newsletter Editor
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8th Annual Fiddlin’
and Pickin’ Contest

.

The Salt Lake Chapter is again sponsoring the
Fiddle and Pickin’ contest. This year it will be held on
May 12 at the West Valley City Hall. This year, we
are also including a harmonica contest, both youth
and adult divisions.
Friday May 11, also at West Valley City Hall,
from 5:00-about 9:00 pm, we will have a Jam
session.
Registration for the fiddle contest will begin at
8:00 am Saturday, May 12, with the contest starting
at 9:00 am.
Please come and compete or come to listen to the
great talent within the UOTF organization. This is also
a good time to perform before the State Contest in
August.
The rules have been updated this year, please
check the web site for the new rules and registration
forms. Here’s the link:
http://utaholdtimefiddlers.net/?page_id=18
- Lynn Brighton, Salt Lake Chapter

UOTF Spring Social
On March 10th, the Salt Lake chapter once again
hosted the state wide Spring Social. We were
pleased to have representation from most of the
chapters at this event. Along with our usual musical
fare, the audience was serenaded by an alp horn
playing Edelweiss. Some of the photos in this edition
are from this event. The other photos in this edition
are from the Pahvant chapter fund raiser for firemen
with cancer.

Dixie Chapter News
We were sorry to lose our fellow Dixie Member,
Clint Shipman. His sweet Dobro will be missed. It
always sounded like some one singing! Also we morn
the loss of Laura Petersons Daughter, Laura Lee. She
was a sister to Bill Tomita and Becky Tomita.
We are looking forward to the summers fiddlin’!
- Sherry Adderly, Dixie Chapter
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Utah County Chapter News
The Utah County Chapter has been having a slow
period: we have only had 4 gigs in March and 3 in
April, but have scheduled a few new gigs. The State
Hospital has invited us to play on the 18th of April.
We have applied for the RSVP funding (Rich County
Senior Volunteer Program) and it look like we are
going to get it from the Mountainland Association, so
that will be good for the group. I would like to thank
Alan Brownlee for all the help he has given me on
doing this.
We have added some new members this month –
including a fiddler player (and we need all the fiddler
we can get), and also a new bass player that I meet in
Yuma, AZ this last winter. His name is Dr Larry
Christensen, and he is going to be a lot of fun for us.
Christensen used to play with banjo Jack Jeppson in
the olden days. I was so lucky to find this guy.
The chapter has some big gigs coming up for the
summer: we are doing the parade for all the cities
around Utah county, the Heber creeper train, and a
lot of more gigs with a lot of new players this year.
Utah county is the best in town!
- Mark Mott, Utah County Chapter

Pahvant Chapter News
Our Pahvant Chapter members of UOTF have
kept very busy the past few months. We continue to
enjoy our monthly opportunities to serve the senior
citizens in our locale. We recently updated our web
page with a short video spotlighting the talents of
many of our members. We continue to learn new
material and it’s wonderful to have three audiences
each month to try it out on.
At the end of March, we were invited to perform
for the community of Eureka in Juab County. We put
on an hour show as part of a benefit to help raise
funds for two local firemen who have been diagnosed
with cancer. The volunteers raised almost $6,000 to
help with their medical costs.
We are looking forward to the summer months,
which provide additional opportunities to share our
talents in our various communities. We have a
committed group of musicians who think nothing of
driving 80+ miles one way to be at a performance
whenever they are needed.
- Ron Barlow, Pahvant Chapter
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In Rememberance:
Clint Shipman
Clint Dell Shipman died at
the age of 80 on March 1,
2012. He was born June 14,
1931 to Clinton T. and Edna
Unthank. He first married
Marlene Mae Hansen, and
later divorced. He then married
the love of his life Sally Edith
Brock.
Clint was 4 years old when
his grandmother bought him a
harmonica. At the age of 9 he took piano lessons and
played at recitals. His mother bought him a pearl
green steel guitar, with lessons on 78 rpm records and
sheet music. In 8 th, 9th and 10th grades he played the
trombone.
Clint joined the Navy in 1948 and was assigned
to the Aircraft Carrier USS Boxer as a flight deck
mechanic. He was stationed in Seattle and went to
Japan. After leaving the Navy in 1950, he lived in Las
Vegas, Nevada. He worked as an electrician for the
Tropicana Hotel, setting up stage lights and sound
systems for Pearl Bailey and Sammy Davis Jr. and
other performers.
In Las Vegas, he met Sally and together they
raised 5 children. In 1993, they moved to Pocatello,
Idaho where he joined the Idaho Old Time Fiddlers.
His hands were too stiff for guitar and fiddle, so he
picked up the Dobro. He lived in Tennessee, and then
Washington, Utah. Clint enjoyed every minute playing
in various bands until he passed.
Clint is survived by his 5 children, 33
grandchildren and 49 great-grandchildren.

State Fiddle Contest
The Utah State Fiddle Contest will be held on
August 3-4 this year. As in years past, the contest
will be held at the Sevier Valley Center in Richfield
Utah. Contact June Crosby for information at 801936-5527.
This contest is an all day event, beginning Friday
evening and continuing on through Saturday. Persons
traveling should expect to make arrangements for
lodging.
Updated rules and registration information will be
on the UOTF web page as soon as they are available.
Please check regularly for updates.
The Quality Inn in Richfield is providing the
organization with special rates for accommodations
during the contest. The rate is $59 a day for a room
with a queen or king size bed. Just state that you are
attending the fiddle contest.
Reservations can be made at 1-435-896-5465,
or by email at jgm.uto14@choicehotels.com. The
owners have been very supportive of this kind of
music and its preservation. We are happy to continue
our relationship with the convenient location of the
Quality Inn.
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Doing Time With Jesus
Playing music has always been a desire for me.
The Old Time Fiddlers organization has provided that
opportunity for me and many others to enjoy that
activity at whatever level of skill we have achieved.
Having had association with musicians in Old Time
Fiddlers has prepared me for playing and singing
gospel music in church. Keeping the two in balance is
important. The Pahvant chapter of UOTF is
moderately active and has consistently played
monthly at local senior apartments and care facilities
since about 1988 with occasional other gigs and
community events. Playing gospel music in church is
in many ways more rewarding. Especially since it is a
way to express our love and honor to our Lord.
My wife, pastor Kathy Mincer, began preaching
in our church in Delta in 1991 under the guidance of
two pastors who ordained her in 1996 and was later
ordained by Faith Christian Fellowship International in
the year 2000. Since our congregation is small and
void of musicians Kathy and I have had the role and
pleasure of leading the praise and worship. Kathy
plays the piano and I play the guitar and fiddle.
In 1998, Kathy expanded her ministry to include
the women’s jails in Nephi and Fillmore. Two of the
inmates there told her that they each had a husband in
the men’s Utah state prison, Central Utah
Correctional Facility (CUCF), at Gunnison and asked
her to go and minister to them. When she requested
to see them, the captain over religious and educational
activities asked her if she would become the nondenominational pastor. She agreed and has held
church services and bible studies there since then. For
a period of time we had services or studies three days
a week but are now back to two days. Other
volunteers will ask us where we live and when we say

Delta they gasp- that’s nearly 100 miles away. Some
reply, “you will surely be rewarded in heaven”. I think
to myself, ‘oh does God pay by the mile?’ Our
reward is surely here and now. He is the one that
makes it all possible.
After 13 years, Kathy has become well known
and respected by many of the inmates, even many
that never attend her services. They greet her in the
halls and yell out to her from across the yard when
they see her. Kathy is known, affectionately, as “that
crazy woman” and I am known as “el hombre viejo
con guitar (the old man with the guitar).” My title is
obvious. Kathy’s title is gained for two reasons. First,
she is a full gospel preacher and there is no chance to
sleep in her services. Second, she does not tolerate
irreverence. Some come to talk to other inmates that
are strictly separated (except in church) for various
reasons. If they insist in talking after Delores and I
warn them, they are evicted. Delores, who assists us,
has the title “Jesus Nazi”. They complain that other
church services let them talk and we encourage them
to go there. Kathy has also gained the respect of the
officers in CUCF , not only because of her ability to
deal with the men but from the first day she
recognized we were under the authority of the
officers. Do not make the mistake of calling them
guards, they are officers and are there to protect us
volunteers as well as inmates from possible harm.
The men enjoy the gospel music and we can hear
them coming down the hall to the chapel singing some
praises to God or quoting some of Kathy’s
confessions such as “get ready, get ready your going
to be blessed” or “God is good - all the time.” Some
of the men have kept in contact with pastor Kathy
after they are fully released and it is so good to hear
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when they have gotten jobs, reconnected with family,
and continued serving God. It is not uncommon for a
man to come running across a mall calling out to
Kathy. One man called us on the phone from
Pennsylvania last Thanksgiving and wanted us to sing
a couple of verses of one of his favorite gospel songs.
He showed up in church in Delta during Christmas.
He brought with him another ex-felon who happened
to be one of the very first Kathy met at CUCF.
Playing music in the senior homes is not so much
different than the prison. While they are not prisoners
they are in a greater or less degree shut-ins. Only the
love of Jesus can bring hope to someone who has
been sentenced to life.
- Norman Mincer, Pahvant Chapter

Did You Know?
That the UOTF has a Facebook page? http://
www.facebook.com/pages/Utah-Old-Time-Fiddlersand-Country-Music-Association/219942641387980
That the Starter Tunes collection is available on our
web page?
That our web page has an event calendar?
That music and instrument teachers who belong to
our organization can advertize on our web page for
free? If you are a member of the UOTF and you
teach, please take advantage of this perk of
membership.
That the tentative schedule for this year’s
Canyonlands tour is on our web site? July 13-20.

What I Give and What I Get
When I sat down to write this note, I realized that
my UTOF membership is quite different from
everyday life. In everyday life one rarely gets back as
much as one gives but in the UTOF it is quite the
opposite. Here I receive much more than I give. I
have made many new friends, not only in my own
chapter but also from across the state and the best
thing about these new friends is that they all love
music as much as I do. I also have an opportunity to
play music more often and with people from all
ranges of skill.
It is so gratifying to watch a new player’s skill
improve over the months. I learned about new
instruments and actually started learning to play new
instruments. I started practicing more, learning new
songs and exploring new types of music. When I
needed a new violin, an experienced UTOF member
from a different chapter spent the day with me
shopping and I ended up with an excellent instrument.
When I offered to pay for her time she refused to
accept any payment. This is what being a Utah Old
Time Fiddler is all about: friendship, fellowship and
great music.
In return for all the wonderful things I receive, I
try to give back by attending as many gigs, jams and
UTOF events as I can. By giving my time to UTOF
and spreading the music I hope to encourage others
to get those instruments out of the closet, tune up and
join in. Another of my goals is to keep the older music
styles alive by introducing younger generations to
these older music styles and genres.
It is good to reflect on UTOF with regard to
What We Give and What We Get because rarely in
life do we get more than we give.
- Ken Murdoch, Pioneer Chapter
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