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Salt Lake Chapter News
Looking back on the year of
2011, the Salt Lake Chapter had a
great year. We performed at many
Senior Centers, Assisted Living
facilities, church parties, and Salt
Lake County and Salt Lake area
events and did some fund raising
gigs for several organizations.
Looking ahead to 2012, we will
continue to book gigs and look for
new venues to perform for. On
April 14, we look forward to a workshop by a group
Chuck and Marilyn Dillard are bringing to Salt Lake,
the Soda Rock Ramblers. This will be held in
conjunction with our regular jam session held at West
Valley City Hall ( 3500 South 2700 West). The event
is open to all, so bring a friend! Come to the jam
starting at 10:00 am, with the workshop will start at
12:00 noon and go until 2:00.
The Salt Lake Chapter continues to have a Fiddle
Workshop conducted by June Crosby. In January,
was held on the 4th Saturday from 1:00-2:00. Fiddle
Players of all levels are welcome; there is NO charge
to workshop participants. We usually have this
workshop the 2nd Saturday (please check the Salt
Lake Chapter gig sheet to make sure of date). Gig
sheets are updated regularly on the website.
In May, we will hold a Fiddle and Pickin’
Contest at the West Valley City Hall. More details will
be coming. We will follow the same age groups and
rules used at the State contest. Last year, we
awarded $2400 in prize money. We hope to see you
here. This contest is easily accessible to school
children who live in northern Utah, as well as the Salt

Lake region, so now is the time to get recruiting and
practicing for the contest. As the contest draws
closer, the website will be updated with all the details.
The Utah Old Time Fiddlers organization, with all
the chapters, provides a network of friends with the
common goal of developing our music talent and
spreading the joy of music to the community.
Keep fiddlin’ and pickin’
Lynn Brighton
Salt Lake Chapter Chair
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Soda Rock Ramblers Visit Salt Lake City
Utah Old Time Fiddlers members and friends are
nvited to attend a Special Salt Lake Chapter jam and
workshop with Soda Rock Ramblers on April 14,
2012. This four member band will be teaching us a
few tunes, and we will learn about playing music for
community dances. Please bring your instruments and
join the fun.

Two additional community events are planned for this
special weekend with the Soda Rock Ramblers:
1. Dillard House Concert
Friday, April 13 at 7:00 pm
745 W. Chaparral Drive Murray UT
Suggested donation $15;
RSVP needed 801 413-4804
2. Community Dance
Saturday night, April 14 at 7:00 pm
Holladay United Church of Christ
2631 East Murray-Holladay Road
Tickets: $10.00 adults and $5.00 children
Dance is a live caller event, all ages, no dance
experience needed

Saturday April 14 at 11:00am to 2:00pm
(Jam at 11:00 and workshop 12 noon to 2:00pm)
West Valley City Hall (enter West Side)
3600 South 2700 West
West Valley City, Utah

For more information please contact Marilyn Dillard
marilyn.dillard@gmail.com or call 801-413-4804
(Marilyn’s cell phone)
Soda Rock Ramblers CD: CAFE CURIOSO will be
available for sale. www.sodarockramblers.com
All proceeds will be donated to musicians for help
with travel expenses.

Soda Rock Ramblers Band Members include:
-Linda Askew on guitar
-David Cahn on accordian, fiddle, bass
-Larry Edelman on mandolin, fiddle, octave
mandolin
-Scott Mathis on mandolin, mandola, manjo-uke,
guitarron
An optional donation to help musicians with travel
expenses will be appreciated.
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Utah County Chapter
In December, The Utah County Chapter hosted an
annual Christmas party and jam. Members were
pleased to see Jarl Jacobson, Lynn Brighton and big
John Harman in attendance for this event. I would like
to thank them for supporting the Utah County
Chapter. Jarl helped me present an award to Rhea
Jean Hancock for appreciation for all the work she has
done for the Utah County Old Time Fiddlers. Rhea has
done a lot of work for our chapter, and has done it for
many years. After dinner, we had a wonderful jam.
Thanks to everyone that helped that night.
The Utah County Chapter is starting to pick up
new members. I would especially like to thank Jesseca
Night for all the help she has given our group. She is a
musical teacher and she brings a lot of students to the
jams. Our group has been performing quite a bit here
lately. We have some talented players and it’s been a
lot of fun. We have just recently purchased a new
sound system (Mackie 150) that is amazing. I would
like to personally thank all the people that have
supported the Utah County chapter- we couldn’t do it
without your help!
I would like to congratulate Jack Jeppson for being
elected chapter chairman of the Dixie Chapter; he will
do a good job.
Mark Mott
Utah County Chapter Chair

Pioneer Chapter
The Pioneer Chapter held our annual
Membership Drive Jam and Luncheon on Jan 7 at
the Pleasant Valley Library. Thanks to Susan
Anderson, Joni Despain and Shelley Gardner for
helping with registration for new and returning
members. We had a lot of people in attendance, and
as usual, the music is especially good when we have

all of our members present. Jarl and Lillie Jacobson
came for this event. The library allowed us to play
videos from the State Fiddle Contest on a wide
screen, and at the luncheon, we asked them to crank
up the sound so we could enjoy the good music from
the award winners. These videos are available at the
website.
Our Chapter is experimenting with Satellite Jams
in-between our normal jams. A Satellite Jam is a
smaller event, hosted in someone’s home, where
members can play in an informal setting. We have
three homes that have opened up for these jams.
Some of these jams are invitation only events; others
have opened to all. It is encouraging to look forward
to playing with one another and developing stronger
friendships. These events also offer more
opportunities to learn the songs that we don’t have
mastered yet.
Meagan Gardner was asked by her orchestra
teacher to give a talk about the UTOF to about 200
students at the Sandridge Junior High in Roy, Utah on
Thursday, Jan 26. The 200 or more students were
gathered for the Beginning Orchestra Festival, and
were from many Junior High Schools around the
region. Meagan explained what our organization
does, and then was asked to play 3 songs to show
what kind of music we play. She demonstrated her
talents with Saint Anne’s Reel, Whiskey Before
Breakfast, and Drowsy Maggie. Another guest
speaker demonstrated playing fiddle style on a viola.
This was a wonderful recruiting opportunity, and
hopefully we will see new members from this
promotion. We appreciate the wonderful efforts
Meagan has done to recruit other youth to the OTFA.
Shelley Gardner
Pioneer Chapter Member and Newsletter Editor
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Dixie Chapter
The Dixie Chapter ended the year with quite a
couple of jam sessions. We elected a new Chairman.
The lucky person is Banjo Jack Jeppson!! Congrats
to him, he will do a fine job. I also want to thank
Ralph Peterson for his years of service as our Chair.
Ralph has however, agreed to be co-chair to fill in
when Jack is not here. Jack and Jeanette have now
left on their two month concert tour with Rod
Erickson they go on every year at this time. Speaking
of which, we had the pleasure of having Mr. Rod
Erickson come to our jam and sing and jam with us.
What a treat it was to listen to such a talent! Thank
you for coming to our jam, Rod!!

Rod Erickson
Rod Erickson is a truly great entertainer who
recorded his first yodel song in the early 70’s,
following a year of training under the renowned opera
instructor, Dr. Jean Wardian, Head of the Gonzaga
University Music Department in Spokane,
Washington.
His first release after signing with MGM records

was “She Taught Me How To Yodel”. This song
reached the “Top Ten” world wide within a month.
This release was followed with “Yodel Sweet Molly”,
“Cattle Call” and “Cannonball Yodel”, all three
making the charts. In 1976, “Going Home”, a song he
wrote, went “Top Ten” in Canada and had the biggest
reaction ever for a Country song in that country. He
was “Top Pick” in Billboard Magazine, and
considered a virtuoso in yodeling; “The Best” by the
Gavin Report.
Rod has made many TV appearances and was on
WSM’s Ralph Emery Show, as well as Paul Harvey’s
“The Rest Of The Story”. He was on the MGM
Show in Nashville, and toured the Southeastern
States with Grandpa Jones, Stringbean and others
from the Grand Ole Opery. Other stars he worked
with include Tammy Wynette, Marty Robbins, Bill
Anderson, Mel Tillis, George Jones, Lefty Frizzel,
Jerry Lee Lewis and many more.
Rod and
Nancy own the
Fireside Lodge, a
B&B, Restaurant,
RV Park and
Recording Studio
in Spirit Lake,
Idaho. During the
summer months
while in Idaho, the
Fireside Lodge
becomes the music
center of the
Northwest, with
visitors and
participants
attending from
miles around.
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Web Site Updates
Over the next few months we will be moving our
web page to a new server system. Our old service is
discontinuing its operations, so we need to find a new
home for our organization web page. The new
service is being selected to provide us with better
opportunities to grow our online presence. While we
will be working diligently to ensure a smooth
transition, there may be some momentary interruptions
in service.
If you have any questions or concerns about the
transition, or if you have trouble accessing the web
page, please feel free to contact me.
John Gardner. 801-782-9208.

Legacy of Music
Editor’s Note:
We’ve featured 90 year old Dale Pendleton before
as being a role model, mentor and teacher in the
Pioneer Chapter. We appreciate the legacy that he
leaves behind for our young people. In this article,
Dale details the legacy that was handed to him.
Dale Pendleton has been writing a book. Chapter
10 is called “Music- A Way of Life”, and in this
section, the much younger Dale describes a
conversation with his father while sitting in his
blacksmith shop. Dale asks his father how he
developed his talent for music. William Joshua
Pendleton described the process, beginning from
being a young boy in Salt Late City, where he learned
to play the Trumpet in brass band. They would march
and play for various celebrations.
Then Dale asked his father about the violin and
guitar. Father Joshua answered that his father before

him played the violin in the town orchestra, and for
the town dances. The grandfather had taught him a lot
of that music, and would allow Joshua to play with
him at the town dances. As the conversation moved
to the house, it progressed into a jam session, with
Father Joshua playing the fiddle and Dale playing
back up on the guitar. This was a usual occurrence in
the Pendleton home.
Dale’s mother Millie had a beautiful singing voice,
and she taught all the kids how to sing and memorize
the words. Dale is the youngest of 6 siblings, each
one picked up the musical bug. Father Joshua taught
the children how to play the various string instruments
(fiddle, guitar, mandolin, etc.) and when they got
better, he let them play in his band. Dale recalls all the
children enjoying playing and singing together around
the home, church, etc. Music was a way of life.
Joshua Pendleton came from a family of 13
children, 11 of whom went on and married those who

Page 6

January 2012
http://utaholdtimefiddlers.net

Fiddlin’ Around
The Official Newsletter of the Utah Old Time Fiddlers
would also sing and play, and at the two day annual
family reunions at their parents home, they would play
such music that it would spill out into the town of
Wanship, into the community and at a dance for the
town. Joshua played in a band and would often be
asked by the Bishop to play music for the dances held
in the Hall. Bill (Joshua) would play the fiddle at these
events, with other musicians playing guitar and piano.
There would be a children’s dance earlier in the day,
followed by the adult dance in the evening that would
stretch to midnight.
Joshua could also play the cornet, organ, piano,
mandolin and banjo. The old violin is still prized by
the family, but many of the other instruments were lost
or sold along the way. One of the saddest days for

the family was when Joshua had a stroke and couldn’t
play anymore. Dale’s main regret of his father’s music
is that he didn’t have a tape recorder or some way to
capture the hundreds of songs that Joshua could play,
and the several that he composed. Dale’s spent his
adult time trying to capture that legacy in print, and
also recording the songs as he can from memory, and
also passing it on to others, in the form of passion and
support for those learning to play. Maybe that is why
Dale is always so gracious and gentle with the
children in our group, because he’s honoring his father
with every child that he shares his music with.
Compliled by Shelley Gardner,
with notes and sources from Dale Pendleton

Photo is circa 1950. Left to right: Dale Pendleton (on guitar), Uncle Melvin, Willis, Oral, “Bill” Joshua
Penndleton (on fiddle), and Aunt Thelma (with her two boys) playing in the church hall.
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