UTAH OLD TIME FIDDERS AND COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION
Salt Lake Chapter

Jam Etiquette Guidelines
· Tune your instrument.   
· Turn off your cell phone.

· Make everyone feel welcome.  All musicians, regardless of experience or ability, are encouraged to join the circle.  Be kind, considerate, and encouraging to your fellow musicians.
· Conversations between songs should be kept short and at a low volume.  It is inappropriate to talk or laugh while someone is leading a song.  Avoid noodling on your instrument. 
· When your turn comes around, you can sing, play an instrumental, or take a pass.   Taking a pass is completely acceptable should you not be comfortable with going public yet.
· Using written music is acceptable.
· When choosing songs, keep in mind that the purpose of OTF is to perpetuate old-time fiddle music and old-time country music.  
· When it is your turn to lead a song, be ready.  Know what song you are going to do, what key it is in, and who will be participating.  Try to keep the jam moving along. 
· Announce the title of your song and the key in which it will be played.  Mention any odd chords that the tune contains.  The goal of the jam is to get everyone involved, so songs with simple chord progressions are best.  Please do not make it a habit of doing songs with odd chords or tunes that are more musically difficult than the ability of the jammers present.  

· When leading a song, try to have as many instrumental breaks as possible so that more people are involved.

· When leading a song, signal in some way when the end of the song is approaching.

· Listen to yourself and the other musicians in the jam. The soloist always sets the timing, whether it is the person leading the song or an individual taking a break.  
· When someone is singing a song, all others players play backup unless they have specifically been invited beforehand to sing along.  There should be no singing on instrumentals or instrumental breaks.

· If the person who is leading the song asks you to sing along, don’t try to compete with that person. 

· Play quietly when you are backing up.  If you can’t hear the vocal or instrumental solo, you are playing too loudly.  

· A jam is not a performance, so don’t try to be a star and dazzle everyone with your instrumental or vocal ability.  

Anyone may participate in a jam whether a member of Old Time Fiddlers or not.
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