UTAH OLD TIME FIDDERS AND COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION
Salt Lake Chapter
Gig Etiquette Guidelines
· Arrive early enough to have time to tune your instrument.   
· Turn off your cell phone.

· Help set up and take down the sound equipment

· Make everyone feel welcome.  Be kind, considerate, and encouraging to your fellow musicians.
· Avoid distracting behavior such as loud talking and laughing.  Be mindful that the microphones are on, so avoid extraneous talk during the performance.  
· It is acceptable to pass if you do not feel comfortable taking a lead.  
· Written music is not permitted.  Songs should be memorized.
· When choosing songs, keep in mind that the purpose of OTF is to perpetuate old-time fiddle music and old-time country music.  Select songs that are familiar to the group.

· When it is your turn to lead a song, be ready.  Know what song you are going to do, what key it is in, and who will be participating. Specifically invite people beforehand to participate.  Don’t assume that certain people will participate.
· When leading a song, signal in some way when the end of the song is approaching.

· Try to spread instrumental breaks among any of the several people who are able to do them.
· Listen to yourself and the other musicians in the jam. The soloist always sets the timing, whether it is the person leading the song or an individual taking a break.  Try to play as a cohesive unit.  
· When someone is singing a song, all others players play backup unless they have specifically been invited beforehand to sing along.  Don’t assume that you are invited to sing.  There should be no singing on instrumentals or instrumental breaks.

· Play quietly when you are backing up.  If you can’t hear the vocal or instrumental solo, you are playing too loudly.  

· If the person who is leading the song has asked you to sing along, don’t try to compete with that person. 

· If you don’t know a particular song, consider sitting it out.  

· Disagreement with other members of the group has no place before an audience.  Wait until after the performance to work out any disputes.

· Dress neatly and appropriately.  Shorts are generally not considered to be appropriate attire.

· Because a performance is a group effort, don’t monopolize the gig by trying to be a “star.”  

· Be energetic, enthusiastic, and friendly with the audience.  

Only members of Old Time Fiddlers may participate in gigs unless special permission is given by the chapter chair.
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