Background on the music of William (Bill) Joshua Pendleton
Written by Dale Pendleton

A son was born to Joshua and Delpha Pendleton, May 27, 1874 in Salt Lake City, Utah.  This boy was named William Joshua Pendleton, after his father Joshua.  He was their first son being followed by two sisters, Jessie and Delpha.  The family moved to Wanship, Utah when William was three.  William’s father Joshua was a blacksmith by trade and was also a fiddler.  Joshua taught William to be a blacksmith (one of the best) and alto taught him the fiddle.

Bill or Will as he was called worked very hard as a child, and later on raised a family of five sons and two daughters.  He loved his wife and family very much.  He also loved his work as a blacksmith, farmer, carpenter, cook and camp tender for the sheepmen, plus some work on the railroad.

Bill not only played the fiddle but also the guitar, mandolin, banjo, and other instruments.  He could make all those instruments “sing”!  He formed his own band, and taught all his children his music.  Bill taught his son, Dale at the age of five to play the guitar (three-chord style).  Dale caught on fast and loved to play back-up guitar with his dad.   Dale was the only young kid in town that could play the guitar (of course his older brothers all played too).

Bill played for dances in Wanship, and all over Summit County.  He was the very best and could play all night long and not play the same tune twice.  What a great fiddler and memory.  Dale continued to play that old guitar and learned to sing.  Bill’s wife Millie always sang around the house and in church.  She had a beautiful soprano voice.

Bill played until the age of eighty-five and it was very sad when he put that old violin away.  Dale still plays at eighty-eight and decided to record some of his Dad’s old time tunes.

Many thanks to all my family and friends for helping me to record this music.  Special thanks to my grandson, Jamey Pullman who converted the music on his computer.  
Dale Pendleton

